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Dear Poowong Consolidated School Community, 

 

Attendance - Every Day Counts 

Congratulations to all students and parents for the improvement in our student attendance so far this 

term. Our goal is to increase the number of students with attendance of 95% and above. 

 
 

 

Welcome to Bonnie Hendrick 

Hi, my name is Bonnie Hendrick, and I’m excited to be joining Poowong       

Consolidated School as the new Business Manager. 

I have worked in school administration for over eight years and am passionate 

about supporting schools, staff, students and families. Having played netball 

for Poowong for almost 10 years, I’ve come to know and appreciate how     

welcoming and supportive this community is. I’m excited to now have the    

opportunity to become an even bigger part of it through my role at the school. 

 Outside of work and netball, I enjoy reading, doing puzzles, going to concerts 

and heading to the footy.  

I’m looking forward to getting to know everyone and becoming part of the PCS team! 

  

Welcome to Emily Beaton 

My name is Emily Beaton, and I am incredibly excited to be back at Poowong 

Consolidated School! After taking some time away to welcome my beautiful 

little girl, Zali, I feel so lucky to be returning to the wonderful Poowong      

community within an Education Support role. 

I have a passion for working with children and love helping them learn, grow 

and thrive. Outside of school, you'll usually find me baking, keeping active at 

my local gym, spending quality time with Zali, or enjoying anything creative! 

I can't wait to reconnect with familiar faces, meet new families, and be part of 

such a supportive and caring school community once again! 
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Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS) 

What are the benefits? Young people enjoy having a say! This survey has been running for nearly 20 

years and is invaluable in helping schools understand student views to plan programs and activities to 

improve your child's schooling experience. The survey responses also help the Department of Education 

understand how student’s learning experiences can be improved. 

The Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS) is conducted annually by the Department of Education to help 

schools understand how students experience and perceive school life. It gathers feedback on learning, 

wellbeing, relationships, behaviour, and overall student engagement. 

In this year’s survey, our students rated the school highly across all areas. Key highlights include: 

94% of Year 4–6 students felt their schoolwork offered appropriate challenges through differentiat-

ed learning. 

94% felt motivated and interested. 

92% believed teachers managed student behaviour effectively. 

90% responded positively to Stimulated Learning 

92% felt that bullying was low, thanks to effective school management.  

94% reported feeling a strong sense of inclusion. 

These results show that our students feel happy, supported, and engaged at school. 

 

Parent Morning Tea 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our term 4 morning tea after drop-off 9:00-9:45am 

on Friday 9th October in the Staff Room.  Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes 

and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life.  Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

Foundation Enrolments for 2027 

We are welcoming families to tour our school for Foundation enrolments for 2027. This year, our school 

uses the Department of Education’s secure digital enrolment system called VicStudents. This means you 

can submit your Foundation (Prep) application online and receive updates through the system. Visit 

https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/ sign in with a Service Victoria account to complete the 

online application form by Friday 31 July 2026. If you have any questions about the online enrolment 

process, please contact our school.  

 

If you know of any families who have a child starting foundation in 2027, please encourage them to 

book in for a tour. https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/ 

 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

Principal Report continued….. 

https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/
https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/
mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au


 

  
 

  

 

JULY 

2026 

AUGUST 

2026 

28th July 

KSC Grade 5 Interactive Day 

 29th July 

School Nurse Visit—Prep 

31st July 

Celebrating 100 days of 

School P-2 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

2026 

2nd September 

Kinder Excursion 

9th September 

Grade 6 Night of Notables 

11th September 

Division Athletics 

14th September 

Footy Day 

16th to 18th September 

Grade 6 KSC Transition 

Days 

18th September 

End of Term 3 

(2.30pm finish) 

4th August 

Healesville Sanctuary Excursion  

(Prep-2) 

17th—21st  August 

Book Week 

19th August 

RACE Incursion 

21st August 

Book Week Costume Day 

25th August 

District Athletics 

28th August 

District Basketball 

TERM 2—WEEK 10 AWARDS 

L to R: Grade 1/2, Ollie, Issy and  

Prep/Grade 1 

Student of the Week Awards 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 



 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 NAIDOC Week 

NAIDOC Week is a celebration of the history 

and culture of Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islander people. 

Last week, our PCS community celebrated   

NAIDOC week by cooking using native ingredi-

ents in  Science, creating beautiful artwork in 

Visual Arts and playing traditional games in PE. 

The week  finished off with multi-age  activity 

groups  

 


