Poowong Consolidated School Issue 9: Friday 12th June 2026

Principal Report

Dear Poowong Consolidated School Community,

As we head towards the final 2 weeks of Term 2, it has been wonderful to reflect on the many
positive moments and celebrations across our school community. Over the past few weeks, we have
enjoyed a very successful Camp at Forest Edge, where students were immersed in natural
surroundings and high-adventure activities like wall climbing, a 310-metre flying fox and crate
climbing, creating meaningful learning experiences and memories that will last a lifetime.

| wanted to take a moment to express my deepest gratitude to: Mrs Harvey, Ms Williams, Miss
Brown, Lisa Beaton and Heather Pinder for your incredible care, support, and dedication during our
recent school camp at Forest Edge.

An experience like this simply cannot happen without staff who are willing to go above and beyond.
From managing the day-to-day logistics to providing constant encouragement and ensuring our
students felt safe, supported, and included, your efforts did not go unnoticed. You navigated the long
hours and the endless energy of the kids with absolute grace, professionalism, and good humour.

The positive memories our students have brought back are a direct result of the safe and nurturing
environment you all helped create. Thank you for giving so generously of your time and energy to
ensure the camp was such a resounding success. We are incredibly lucky to have such a wonderful

team.

Monday 15th June - Curriculum Day (Student Free Day)
Just a reminder that on Monday 15th June, there will be a curriculum day and no students will be
onsite this day. Staff will be spending the day completing Professional Learning and collaboratively

working.

Semester One Reports — Available Friday 19th June on COMPASS

Semester One student reports will be released to parents and carers via COMPASS on Friday 19th
June. These reports provide feedback on your child’s learning progress throughout the first half of the
year. Teachers have drawn on a range of formal and informal assessments and classroom learning
experiences to make well-informed, balanced judgements about each student’s achievement.




Principal Report continued.....

Parent Teacher Interviews
An opportunity to meet with your child/ren’s teacher/s at the school will be held on Monday 22nd June

between 3.40pm and 6.30pm. These parent/teacher meetings will be strictly ten minutes in duration to

allow for staff to meet with each member of their class and their parents/carers.
To book your meeting, please follow the links on the Compass notification which will go live
Wednesday 17th June at 4pm. Pop a reminder in your phone so you don’t forget to book!

Farewell to Lisa Mildenhall

Farewells at PCS are never easy as there is a mix of emotions for everyone involved. Miss Mildenhall
has decided to see the world and teach overseas. We would like to express our gratitude and thanks to
Lisa for the impact she has had on the school community in her time here and wish her all the best on
her travels. We welcome her back at any time.

Moving forward, PCS are currently in the recruitment process to ensure we obtain the most suitable
applicant for our Year F/1 class for Semester 2.

A message from Lisa Miidenhall

I am very grateful for the opportunity to have been part of the PCS community. Although my time here
has been short, the staff, students, and families have made me feel welcomed and supported from day
one. | have truly loved being part of such a caring school community.

A special thank you to the F/1 families for your ongoing support and kindness. | have really appreciated
working with you and your children during my time in the classroom.

I am moving on to an exciting new opportunity overseas to continue my teaching journey and to travel.
While I am looking forward to this next chapter, | will genuinely miss PCS and the wonderful people who
make it such a special place.

| hope to return to PCS in the future, even if it is just to pop in and say hello. | will certainly be back to
visit when I can.

Warm Regards,

Lisa Mildenhall

Attendance - Every Day Counts
Congratulations to all students and parents for the improvement in our student attendance so far this

term.
TERM 2 Monday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Average Our goa| is to

Week 1 91 93 95 95 96 94 . h

Week 2 89 92 % 90 89 912 Increase the

Week 3 89 95 93 86 84 89.4 number of students
Week 4 89 a5 92 88 92 91.2 .

Week 5 89 95 92 95 83 908 with attendance of
Week 6 89 94 95 94 94 93.2 95% and above.
Week 7 84 86 80 83 79 82.4

Week 8 88 94 92 93 91.75

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au
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JUNE JULY AUGUST
2026 2026 2026

12th June 13th July 4th Auqust

Lightning Premiership Term 3 - School returns Healesville Sanctuary Excursion
15th June 22nd July (Prep-2)

Student Free Day Astronomy Night 17th—21st Auqust
16th June 28th or 29th July Book Week
Welcome to Country/Smoking KSC Grade 5 Interactive 19th August

Ceremony Incursion Day RACE Incursion
26th June 21st August
Pyjama Day

Book Week Costume Day
End of Term 2

(2.30pm finish)

25th Auqust
District Athletics

28th August
District Basketball

‘ Student of the Week Awards

TERM 2—WEEK AWARDS

L to R: Darcy, Evie, Harry, Adi,
Emma and Melody.




Save the Date

Fusion Festival

Community Event

Student artwork on
- Plants and Second-hand ~ Games with
L books and . :
available to produce for ; prizes to be
-, plifchase cale clothes ¢ .

Drinks

Available

Support Donate shop Enjoy




