Poowong Consolidated School Issue 5: Thursday 2nd April 2026

Principal Report

Dear Parents and Carers,

Hard to believe that we have arrived at the end of term! Our Foundation students are now feeling
much more confident, familiar with routines and rules associated with school and feeling very much at
ease at Poowong — and learning whilst they are at it!! All other grade levels are well settled, NAPLAN is
done and dusted, and we are now ready to take a pause for some well-earned days off before
re-setting for a busy Term 2.

It has been a productive term all round with many highlights. Our athletics meet and swimming
carnival dominated the sporting program. Our Harvest Day was well attended and money raised will
support our ever growing garden and environmental program. Of course, our classroom programs
are the core of what we do and have been consistently busy. The holidays are timely!

We have much happening in Term 2 — the Forest Edge Camp for Years 3-6 in May, House Cross
Country, and the Parent Morning Tea. Lots to look forward to.

Final Assembly for Term 1
Term 1 concludes at 2.30pm after an assembly commencing at 1:40pm. The first day of Term 2 will be
Monday 20" April.

Holiday Happenings

There are potentially a few contractors on site over the holidays attending to various jobs as well as
our usual vacation cleaning. Nonetheless, if you happen to be driving by and something suspicious
appears to be happening, please don’t hesitate to contact the local police as your vigilance helps keep
our school free from vandalism or unwanted trespassers.

| wish everyone a very happy vacation and Easter break and look forward to catching up with everyone
again in term 2.

Reminder - Term 2 Parent Morning Tea

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea after drop-off 9:00-9:45am
on Friday 24th April in the Staff Room. Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes
and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life. Looking forward to seeing you there.




Principal Report continued.....

Reminder - Term 2 Parent Morning Tea

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea after drop-off 9:00-9:45am
on Friday 24th April in the Staff Room. Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes
and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life. Looking forward to seeing you there.

Attendance - Every Day Counts
Congratulations to all students and parents for the improvement in our student attendance so far this

year.
2025 (%) 2026 (%)
Annual Attendance 87% 92%
End of Term 1 92 % 92%

Our goal is to increase student attendance at school to 95% or above.

Foundation Enrolments for 2027

We are welcoming families to tour our school for Foundation enrolments for 2027. This year, student
enrolments will be submitted through an online portal system in Term 2. We will advise of the relevant
information regarding this change when we have further information.

If you know of any families who have a child starting foundation in 2027, please encourage them to
book in for a tour. https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

APRIL MAY
2026 2026

2nd April 6th May
PCS Easter Raffle District Athletics
End of Term 1 8th May
(2.30pm finish) Mother’s Day Morning Celebration
3rd April School Cross Country
Good Friday 21st May

Division Cross Country

Astronomy Night

TERM 2 25th May

20th April Music Incursion
Term 2 Starts 27th May

25rd April Book Reading (P-2)
ANZAC Day 27th—29th May
Public Holiday Grade 3-6 Camp

JUNE
2026

4th June
Regional Cross Country
8th June
Kings Birthday
Public Holiday
12th June
Lightning Premiership
15th June
Student Free Day
26th June
Pyjama Day
End of Term 2

TERM 1—WEEK 8 AWARDS

L to R: Edillah, Paige, Grade 5/6
Class and Chase.




Harmony Day

On Friday 20th March, PCS celebrated Harmony Day. Harmony Day celebrates
cultural diversity, inclusiveness, and respect under the theme "Everyone
Belongs".

Students were invited to wear something orange or dress in their traditional
cultural clothing.

Pictured are the Grade 5/6 class with their buddies enjoying the Harmony Day
activities.
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