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Principal Report 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

What a fantastic start to the year it has been at Poowong Consolidated School! Over the first half of 

Term 1, our students have truly been thriving — settling into their new classrooms, building              

connections and embracing learning with enthusiasm. It has been wonderful to see smiling faces,    

positive routines developing and classrooms buzzing with curiosity and engagement. Thank you to our 

families and staff for working together to create such a welcoming and supportive start to the school 

year — it really reflects the strength of our community. 

 

Attendance - Every Day Counts 

At PCS, we prioritise regular school attendance. We will work with families to ensure students are in class 

with their peers and teachers and enjoying all the benefits that brings. 

Attending school every day means experiencing what counts – the learning, friendship, fun and                

opportunities that can shape your child’s future. 

 

In 2025, our average attendance was 87%.  

• 80% adds up to missing one day per week or eight weeks of school a year. 

• 90% adds up to missing one day per fortnight or four weeks of school a year. 

 

Our goal is to increase the number of students with attendance of 95% or higher from 15% to at least the 

state average of 27%. Please refer to the below data. 

If your child is absent, please ensure that you record this absence via Compass, email, or phone prior to the 

commencement of the school day.  If they are absent from school, and we are unaware of the                  

circumstances, you will receive a text message from the school via the Compass Platform.  All unexplained 

absences will be followed up by school staff.   The Department of Education expects each school to know 

where the students are on every school day. 



 

 

 

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school but to ensure minimal  

disruption to their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental                  

appointments outside of school time. If your child is well enough to attend but is worried about    

friendships, schoolwork or exams, please encourage them to come to school. Avoiding school can make 

these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of behaviour. 

 

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher about getting support. We know 

that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get your children to school. If your child must 

miss school, notify us as soon as possible via the Compass App so we can work together to support 

them. 

For more information about the importance of everyday attendance, see Attendance and Missing 

School.  Remember, Every Day Counts. 

 

NAPLAN 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is scheduled from Wednesday, 

11 March to Monday, 23 March. This assessment involves PCS students in Years 3 and 5. The tests are 

conducted within schools under supervised conditions, primarily online, with Year 3 students           

completing the writing test on paper. 

 

Car Park Safety 
For the safety of ALL children, please pick up your child/ren from the parent car park. The school car 

park is for the SOLE use of the primary school staff. If you require additional support, please contact  

Michael Smethurst (Principal). 

 

Foundation Enrolments for 2027 

We are welcoming families to tour our school for Foundation enrol-

ments for 2027. This year, student enrolments will be submitted 

through an online portal system in Term 2. We will advise of the rele-

vant information regarding this change when we have further infor-

mation. 

If you know of any families who have a child starting foundation in 

2027, please encourage them to book in for a tour.  

https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/ 

 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

Principal Report continued….. 
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 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

9th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

11th - 20th March 

Naplan 

25th - 26th March 

Prep- Grade 3 Eye Testing 

20th March 

Harmony Day 

27th March 

House Athletics 

APRIL 

2026 

 

MAY 

2026 

 2nd April 

End of Term 1  

PCS Easter Raffle 

(2.30pm finish) 

3rd April 

Good Friday 

 

 

TERM 2 

20th April 

Term 2 Starts 

25rd April 

ANZAC Day  

Public Holiday 

MARCH 

2026 

Student of the week 

TERM 1—WEEK 3 AWARDS 

L to R:  Sasha, Deegan, Hamish and Grade 1/2. 

6th May  

District Athletics 

8th May  

Mother’s Day Morning Celebration 

School Cross Country 

21st May  

Division Cross Country 

Astronomy Night 

25th May  

Musin Incursion 

27th May  

Book Reading (P-2) 

27th—29th May  

Grade 3-6 Camp 



 Korumburra Art Show 

The Korumburra Show committee members expressed their 

appreciation together with recognising the efforts and           

involvement from our PCS students. 

Congratulations to all our wonderful participants, every art 

piece was exceptional. 

 

 

Korumburra celebrated their 130th Annual 

show last month. As part of the show’s  

history, an art exhibition is held where 

community members are welcome their  

exhibit their masterpieces.   

 

This year, we had multiple PCS students    

enter art work into  the show, with many 

students successful in prize placements.  


