Poowong Consolidated School Issue 4: Friday 20th March 2026

Principal Report

Dear Parents and Carers,

Keeping Your Details Up to Date

Have you recently changed your address or mobile number?

To help us stay connected and ensure we can reach you when needed, please remember to notify the
school of any changes to your contact details as soon as your circumstances change.

Reminder - Term 2 Parent Morning Tea

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea after drop-off 9:00-9:45am
on Friday 24th April in the Staff Room. Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes
and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life. Looking forward to seeing you there.

Strengthening Our Partnership

Effective communication is the heartbeat of a thriving school community. As we move further into the
school year, | want to share how we are streamlining the way we share information to ensure every
parent and carer feels informed, engaged, and heard.

Navigating Our Communication Channels

To make sure you never miss a beat regarding your child's education or upcoming deadlines, it is vital

to know where to look. We have designated specific roles for our digital platforms:

. The Essentials: Newsletters & Compass
Reading our fortnightly newsletters and the Compass App news feed regularly will give you the
most up-to-date and relevant information.
These platforms contain critical operational information, including permission forms, reporting,
curriculum updates, and important dates. We kindly ask that you make checking these a regular
part of your weekly routine.

. The Highlights: Social Media
Our Facebook and Instagram pages are designed to be a digital scrapbook of our school’s life.
These accounts are strictly for social events and celebrations. While they are a great way to see

our students in action, please remember that official notices or urgent updates may not be posted
there.




Principal Report continued.....

We Want Your Input
We don't just want to talk to you; we want to talk with you. We view our parents and carers as essential

partners in the educational journey. To make our communication the best it can be, we need your
perspective on what is working and what could be improved.

How to get involved:

o Parent Morning Teas: Join other parents/carers for an informal chat at our upcoming morning tea
sessions. It’s a great way to share ideas over a coffee.

. Direct Feedback: If you can’t make it in person, please feel free to email me directly at Mi-

chael.Smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

By working together, we can ensure that every family feels connected to the wonderful things
happening within our school walls. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Well done on completing your NAPLAN!

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will conclude this week, with
only catch ups to be finalised next week. Remember, this test is just a tiny snapshot of one day, but it
shows the effort you put in. Completing NAPLAN is a significant achievement that showcases a
student's resilience, maturity, and effort. It is a moment to celebrate, because of the dedication shown
in approaching a challenging, formal assessment.

Attendance - Every Day Counts
As you enter the school, you will now see the following sign indicating our current daily attendance.

Poowong Consolidated School

Today’s Attendance:

95 %

Foundation enrolments 2027

We are welcoming families to tour our school for Foundation enrolments
for 2027. This year, student enrolments will be submitted through an
online portal system in Term 2. We will advise of the relevant information
regarding this change when we have further information.

If you know of any families who have a child starting foundation in 2027,
please encourage them to book in for a tour.
https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

MARCH APRIL MAY
2026 2026 2026

20th March 2nd April 6th May
Harmony Day PCS Easter Raffle District Athletics
25th - 26th March End of Term 1 8th May
Prep- Grade 3 Eye Testing (2.30pm finish) Mother’'s Day Morning Celebration
26th March 3rd April School Cross Country
KSC visit—Grade 6 Good Friday 21st May
27th March Division Cross Country
House Athletics Astronomy Night
TERM 2 25th May
20th April Music Incursion
Term 2 Starts 27th May
25rd April Book Reading (P-2)
ANZAC Day 27th—29th May
Public Holiday Grade 3-6 Camp

TERM 1—WEEK 6 AWARDS
L to R: Laylah, Myah and Will.

TERM 1—WEEK 7 AWARDS

L to R: Nevaeh, Levi and Jack.

Korumburra Art Show - Prize winners

L to R: Macey, Kiara, Jack, Lily,
Heather, Sasha and Eric.
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PCS House Athletics

POOWONG
CONSOLIDATED SCHOO!

NOVELTY EVENTS
(ALL WELCOME TO JOIN IN)

POTATO SACK RACE
TRACK EVENTS EGG & SPOON RACE

1.5 KM RUN OBSTACLE RACE
200 M RUN POTATO RACE
HURDLES GIANT FEET RACE
800M RUN TUNNEL BALL
SPRINTS CROSS BALL

MIXED RELAY BOB BALL




