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Principal Report 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome Back to School! 

A warm welcome back to all our students and families as we begin a new and exciting school year!  It's       

wonderful to see everyone returning, and a very special welcome to all the new families joining our school 

community for the first time. We are so thrilled to have you with us. We hope you quickly feel at home and 

become a part of our vibrant school. 

 

Hats  

As you've probably noticed, the weather has been quite hot lately.  It's important that we all stay sun 

smart.  Just a reminder that our blue school hat must be worn outside from the end of August to the end of 

April. Children who are not wearing a hat will be directed to the shaded/quiet area of the school. Please      

ensure the children’s hat has their name clearly marked to enable it to be returned should they lose it and it is 

returned to the Office. Please remind children that we do not have hats to loan out and they must bring their 

own hat every day.  

 

Personal Belongings 

Please ensure that ALL personal belongings (including hats, jumpers, lunch boxes and water bottles) are       

labelled with your child’s full name. All items returned to the Office with names are placed in teacher’s         

pigeonholes to be returned to students. 

 

Child safety and wellbeing at PCS: information for families and the school community 

PCS is committed to providing an environment where students are safe and feel safe. 

Our child safety framework includes policies, codes and procedures that explain how we support and maintain 
the safety and wellbeing of our students and protect them from harm. These documents are available on our 
website: https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/policies/ 
We are also committed to continuous improvement of our child safety framework. We are currently reviewing 

our child safety policies and practices to ensure they are up-to-date and effective. 

Our students and families are important partners in this process. We welcome your feedback or ideas on ways 

we can improve our approach to child safety and wellbeing. 

If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact insert MR Michael Smethurst (Principal) on 03 5659 
2356 or at michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  
 

Parent Morning Tea 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea after drop-off, 9:00-9:45am on  

Friday 13th February in the Staff Room.  Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes and 

learn about opportunities to become involved in school life.  Looking forward to seeing you there. 
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Student Medical Conditions and Medication 

With the start of our new term, just a reminder to advise the School Office if your child has had any changes 

to their medical condition(s) or if they have a new condition for which the school has not been previously 

advised. 

If your student has a known medical condition and their medication has changed, please advise the office to 

ensure that we have the correct permissions in place. 

Please ensure medication provided is in-date and supplied with the correct paperwork.  Please discuss this 

with the office if you are unsure. 

 

“Getting to know your child” Interviews 

“Getting to know your child” interviews will be held on Monday February 23rd.   

Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend to these interviews.  The purpose of these interviews is to: 

• Meet their child’s teacher to begin an effective home/school partnership.   

• Provide information to teachers regarding their child’s strengths, talents or areas of concern.  

Information shared by parents to teachers will assist us to plan for and work as effectively as possible with 

you and your child throughout the year. Interviews will be 10 minutes in length. Booking information is done 

via the Compass app. If you have any trouble with this, please see your child’s teacher or the Office.  

  

NAPLAN 2026 

This year NAPLAN is being held in term 1 from March 11th through to March 23rd for all year 3, 5, 7 and 9   

students.  The teachers have already begun work, assisting students to become prepared for the                 

assessments.  This preparation is not just so they can perform at their best, but also to reduce any anxiety it 

may cause. If you’re worried about NAPLAN for your child, or if you have any questions please speak with 

your child’s teacher or to the principal. 

 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection notice. 
Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, describes how we collect and use photographs, 
video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be 
provided and withdrawn.  
 
We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 and Google Workspace 
for Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after 
reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using [Microsoft 365/
Google Workspace for Education], please contact the school.  For more information about privacy, refer to: 
Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. 
 
Emergency Management Procedures 

All schools are required to have an emergency management plan which includes a variety of processes for 

handling an emergency. These vary greatly depending on the type of emergency and can include evacuation 

offsite, evacuation onsite, lockdown and a shelter-in-place. We have a practice emergency drill each term to 

analyse our processes and ensure they are as efficient as they can be. Students have the process explained to 

them and are supported by the staff throughout the process. 

Please note that in the event of the school having to enact one of the emergency management procedures, 

our number one priority is ensuring that all students are safe as per our duty of care. If you are concerned at 

any time that your child has been affected by one of these procedures, please let their classroom teacher 

know so that we can put some additional supports in place. 
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Vic Emergency Fire Danger Information 

Poowong Consolidated School is registered on the Department of Education’s Bushfire at Risk Register 

(BARR).  We are a level 4 school which suggests that we are only at heightened risk when the district (West & 

South Gippsland) has been declared with the warning of Catastrophic Fire Danger.  This is the highest level of 

warning and would generally follow several very high temperature days and strong northerly wind.  In the case 

of this declaration being made, Poowong Consolidated School will not operate for the declared day.  There is 

further information regarding this situation on a full page of this newsletter.  It will also be made available as a 

link on Compass. 

 

No Entry to School Staff Car Park 

For the safety of everyone in our community, the staff car park is for staff cars only. The only exception is for 

drivers of students with a valid disability permit.   

 

Ambulance Costs 

Please note that in the unfortunate instance that the school must call an ambulance to attend your child, the 

cost is met by the family. With any serious injury we endeavour to contact the parent, guardian or emergency 

contact. However, there are times when this is not possible and/or the nature of the injury calls for immediate 

assistance. The safety of your child will always be our priority. 

The cost of ambulance transport can be daunting. Cost for children on excursions would be even higher, and 

the cost of an air ambulance should that be necessary, would be enormous. Ambulance cover can be taken out 

for around $100.00 per family. More details can be obtained by phoning 1800 648 484.  Some health funds 

cover ambulance as well. Clearly, we hope that there will not be a need to call an ambulance, however, it is 

important for people to be aware of the huge cost associated with this service and the fact that it will need to 

be paid by the family concerned. 

 

Voluntary Contribution  

Thank you to those families who have paid their voluntary family contribution. This supports the wonderful 

programs we run at PCS and ensures our students have access to the resources they need for learning. If you 

would like to find out more about the voluntary contributions, please come and see the wonderful ladies in the 

office.  

 

Brain Food 

PCS encourage Brain Food as a way to maintain high-level brain function.  Allowing         

students to bring and eat Brain Food during the morning supports sustained                     

concentration, energy levels and overall learning performance. PCS Staff will: 

• Provide a flexible morning Brain Food time (between 9am - 11am) for 10 minutes 

while students continue to learn. 

• Allow students to access water bottles throughout the day. 

We ask that parents/carers provide Brain Food in a separate labelled container to their 

lunch box that can be brought into classroom each morning for easy access 

 

 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  
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 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

16th February 

Student Free Day 

17th February 

School Photos 

18th February 

Peer Mediation Grade 5 

19th February 

Peer Mediation Grade 6 

20th February 

District Swimming 

23rd February 

‘Get to Know You’ Interviews 

27th February 

Student Free Day 

Division Swimming 

 

3rd March 

Harvest Festival 

11th - 20th March 

Naplan 

12th March 

Regional Swimming 

25th - 26th March 

Prep- Grade 3 Eye Testing 

27th March 

House Athletics 

APRIL 

2026 

 

FEBRUARY  

2026 

 2nd April 

End of Term 1  

(2.30pm finish) 

3rd April 

Good Friday 

 

 

TERM 2 

20th April 

Term 2 Starts 

23rd April 

State Swimming 

 

 

MARCH 

2026 



 
  
 

 Meet our 2026 Grade 6 Leaders 

 
Student Voice  

Captain:  

Liv Culvenor 

Red House  

Captain:  

Joel Csincsi           

Green House 

Captain:  

Emma Laing 

School Captain:  

Macey Cole 

School Captain:  

Phoebe Moriarty  

Yellow House  

Captain:  

Elijah Chirgwin 

Blue House  

Captain:  

Willow McDonald 



 
 

 

CSEF Information 



 
  
 

  

 

 

Vic Emergency Fire Danger Information 


