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Principal Report 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Parent Morning Tea 
It was a pleasure to welcome so many parents to our recent Morning Tea. Thank you to everyone who attended 
and contributed to such a positive and engaging conversation. 
During the session, I had the opportunity to share an overview of our morning  
routine, known as The Morning Circle. The first five minutes of the school day are 
incredibly important in setting the tone for learning. Consistent routines play a 
vital role in supporting both student engagement and wellbeing. By coming       
together in a structured circle each morning to revisit key expectations, share   
announcements, and celebrate achievements, our students are able to feel 
grounded, co-regulate with one another, and establish a shared focus for the day 
ahead. 
 
The Morning Tea also provided a valuable opportunity for parents to ask questions and share feedback. Open 
communication is essential to a thriving school community and remains a key focus at Poowong Consolidated 
School. It was wonderful to hear how much families appreciate the termly newsletters, particularly the insight 
they provide into classroom learning and specialist timetables. 
One of the most rewarding aspects of these gatherings is receiving both positive and constructive feedback. In 
response to a parent request for a 12-month overview of the English and Mathematics curriculum, we are 
pleased to provide access to the Victorian Curriculum via the following link: https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
download-curriculum. 
Additionally, I have downloaded the English (96 pages) and Mathematics (110 pages) curriculum documents for 
Foundation (Level D) to Year 7. These will be shared with families through our school’s Compass App to ensure 
easy access. 
Thank you again for your ongoing partnership and support. We value your involvement and look forward to   
continuing these meaningful conversations together. 
 
The Habit of Reading 
As your children settle into the term, this is a great opportunity to encourage and support them in making     
reading for pleasure a regular part of their daily routine. 
Reading is central to academic success, but it is also linked to positive wellbeing, improved empathy, increased 
understanding of self and a better understanding of one’s place in the world. 
As parents and carers, we are our children’s first literacy teachers and the ways we engage with reading will   
fundamentally shape our children’s attitudes. 
 
How can you create a supportive reading environment? 

1. Establish a reading routine: Many families have bedtime reading routines when their children are young, but 
these tend to drop off when children begin to be able to read independently. Having a routine where everyone 
(adults and children) reads before bed is both conducive to good sleep, as well as habit forming. 

2. Make reading a pleasure: The research is clear; when we enjoy reading, we read more. Create positive      
associations around reading by reading to or with your children. 

3. Show you value reading: The visible presence of adult books in the home is a key measure of academic 
achievement for children. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ff10.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2Fdownload-curriculum&data=05%7C02%7CLisa.Warren3%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2f1519fb2df5478b4d1608de6f4bb36c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639070568094550635%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ff10.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2Fdownload-curriculum&data=05%7C02%7CLisa.Warren3%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2f1519fb2df5478b4d1608de6f4bb36c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639070568094550635%7


 

 

 
WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT TO THEY DO?  
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given    
powers to set the broad direction of a school, in accordance with Ministerial Order 1280 Constitution of          
Government School Councils, and the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. In doing this, a school council 
may directly influence the quality of education for students.  School councillors must comply with the Code of 
Conduct for Directors of Victorian Public Entities issued by the Victorian Public Sector Commission.  
 
School Council Nominations 
If you are one of the many parents of our great school community who like to be involved with many aspects of 
Poowong Consolidated School - we'd love to have you join us on the School Council. The School Council meets 
twice per term.  
 
Those with a desire to work with other enthusiastic and creative parents to help shape our School's future are 
keenly sought after and encouraged to nominate (or be nominated) to become a member of our School Council. 
 
Nominations are now open for three parent member vacancies on our School Council. At our School Council   
Annual General Meeting in March, all positions will be declared vacant and nominations will be accepted in this 
meeting. If you are an enthusiastic parent interested in getting more involved and having a say in what our 
school is doing, or know someone who is, we would love to hear from you. We are looking for people who are 
committed to improving the educational outcomes for all our students. 
 
Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training is also 
available to help councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their involvement        
satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of connection to our great school. 
 
Participating as a School Council member is a rewarding and challenging experience. The School Council supports 
us to provide the best possible educational outcomes for our great students.  More information is available by 
following the link below: 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy 
 
Nominations close on Monday 2nd March at 4pm. Nomination forms are now available from the school 
office.  Please drop in or call our office on 5659 2356 to have one provided for you. 
 
Absences – Sick OR Extended Holiday 
If your child is going to be absent, please record the date(s) and reason through Compass. 
If you don't have access to Compass, please call the office on 5659 2356 so we can help get you set up. If your 
family is taking an extended holiday (longer than 5 days), parents should contact the office. 
 
Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

Principal Report continued….. 
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 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

20th February 

District Swimming 

23rd February 

‘Get to Know You’ Interviews 

24th March 

Harvest Festival 

27th February 

Student Free Day 

Division Swimming 

 

9th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

11th - 20th March 

Naplan 

12th March 

Regional Swimming 

25th - 26th March 

Prep- Grade 3 Eye Testing 

27th March 

House Athletics 

APRIL 

2026 

 

FEBRUARY  

2026 

 2nd April 

End of Term 1  

(2.30pm finish) 

3rd April 

Good Friday 

 

 

TERM 2 

20th April 

Term 2 Starts 

23rd April 

State Swimming 

25rd April 

ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

MARCH 

2026 

Student of the week 

TERM 1—WEEK 2 AWARDS 

L to R:  Leila, Lenny, Jack  

and Oscar 

TERM 1—WEEK 3 AWARDS 

L to R:  Heather, Shyla,   

Lily and Jennifer. 



 

 

What’s happening in Grade 1/2 

The 1/2 class has been learning about statistics,  

including posing a question, gathering data,     

recording data, tallying data, displaying data,  

presenting data and interpreting data. The       

students participated in making a pictograph of 

class eye colour and a graph of how the class 

members arrived at school on that day.            

Discussions were held on how conclusions could 

be made from the data presented. 


