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Principal Report

Dear parents and carers,

As the school year draws to a close it is timely to reflect on the year gone by. How quickly it has flown!
Last Thursday was a fitting send off for our Grade 6 graduates, who all spoke beautifully in a well
organised and coordinated ceremony. We wish each and every one of them all the best for the future,
and whilst they will undoubtedly be a tad apprehensive about the next steps into secondary education,
undoubtedly the school and their families have ensured they are well prepared.

Student Leadership 2026

I’'m looking forward to announcing the Student Leadership positions for 2026 tomorrow at our final
assembly. We were spoiled for choice with a number of excellent candidates for the positions. For those
who unfortunately miss out, remember that leadership takes many forms, and your journey is far from
over. Continue to seek opportunities, lift others, and pursue your goals boldly. Together, we look
forward to a vibrant, inspiring, and outstanding 2026.

Welcome to New Staff
In 2026, PCS welcomes two new staff members: Tiffany Brown in Year 3/4 and Tanya Harvey in Year

4/5. Please introduce yourself and make them welcome to the PCS community.

Tiffany Brown
Hi Poowong, my name is Tiff Brown. | am so honoured and excited to be joining

your wonderful community at PCS. | have been studying for the past 7 years and
am currently completing my Master of Teaching. | completed my first place-
ment at Poowong Consolidated School in the 4/5 class of 2025 and fell in love
with your fabulous school. | studied creative writing (Hons) at university and am
passionate about teaching literacy and building narratives. | also love music, |
play piano, guitar and sing (I am also in a band!) | value wellbeing, building
strong positive relationships and creating a safe space. | can’t wait to get to
know you all soon.
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Tanya Harvey
Hello, my name is Tanya Harvey and | am very excited to be joining the

Poowong Consolidated School community in 2026. | have been a teacher for 28
years and have spent my entire teaching career in Berwick. During this time,

I have worked at Berwick Primary as both a classroom teacher and a numeracy
learning specialist.

Earlier this year, | moved to Drouin and absolutely love living in regional
Victoria. | am deeply passionate about teaching and am committed to building
strong, positive relationships with my students. | believe in nurturing each child
so they feel valued, supported and excited to come to school every day.
Outside of school, | love spending time with my partner and we enjoy getting
away to go camping in our pod. | grew up doing calisthenics for 22 years and
went on to teach calisthenics for 15 years. My other great loves are my two adult children, Kyle and
Courtney, my step-daughter Paige and my four-legged fur baby, Mack.

I am truly excited to be joining Poowong and look forward to meeting the wonderful students, staff and

PCS community.

Farewell to Staff

Saying farewell to teachers leaving PCS is a bittersweet moment that often evokes a mix of emotions for
both the departing teachers and the students and staff they leave behind. It is a time to reflect on the
impact these teachers have had on the school community and to express gratitude for their contribution

to the school.

Caro Wilson

Dear parents and students,

After over eight wonderful years at Poowong Consolidated School, it is time for me to say goodbye. It has
been a privilege to teach, learn, and grow alongside so many incredible children and families. This com-
munity has been a second home to myself and my own children. We are deeply grateful for the trust,
support and kindness you have shown over the years.

My decision to leave comes down to my family, and the need to work closer to where we now live on
Phillip Island, but it certainly wasn’t an easy one. | will always treasure the memories, connections and
milestones we’ve shared.

Thank you for making my time here so meaningful. | wish all of you the very best, and | will be undertak-
ing CRT in the first part of 2026, so | am sure | will see you again soon.

Libby Francis
It is with many mixed emotions that | say goodbye to PCS. | have been lucky enough to have spent the

last 9 years working in this beautiful school community, beginning as an ES, to eventually teaching my
first class. The school has been like a second family, whilst also seeing my own younger siblings go
through the school and being able to work alongside my Mum for many years. | would like to express a
huge thank you to all the students and families | have been fortunate enough to work with during my
time here. | cannot express how grateful | am for your support and memories over the years, these are
ones | will cherish forever. PCS will always hold a big place in my heart!!




Principal Report continued....

Sebastian Hill

A final sign off from Zeb.

Big smiles, big hearts, and an energetic community of wonderful people. That’s how I’ll remember PCS.
In 2018 you all welcomed me with open arms and now eight years later it is time to say ‘goodbye.’
There are so very many events, stories, students, families, brilliant colleagues that hold special memories
that | will take away with me. | am so thankful to have been a teacher here — although | prefer the term
‘Educational Rockstar.’

Some of my fondest memories have been Grade 2 sleepovers, the daily fun of finding kids playing Star
Jump 5, camps, Footy Colours Day, dressing up as a Yellow M & M on athletics days, playing Neverend-
ing Tiggy or GaGa ball. The list could go on and on. It is so rewarding — the shared delight, laughter and
at times, mischief when you know together it feels magical and exciting.

As a teacher the joy of guiding young minds through big ‘aha’ moments and helping support through
struggles and frustrations to reach a much long for goal is why | do what | do. As a teacher the carpark
conversation to share those big moments with mums and dads and know that together we are all mak-
ing a difference.

Thank you for your kindness, your care and your acceptance. Thank you for entrusting me with the care
and education of your most precious children. It has been a joy and a privilege.

| wish everyone at PCS a bright and hope filled future.

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to provide the very best for our students.

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

TERM 4—WEEK 9 AWARDS

Back Row L to R: Macey, Elijah, Oscar,
Chaise and Hudson.

Front Row L to R: Jobe and Maizy.
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@ Grade 6 Graduates of 2025

Congratulations to our Grade 6 Graduates who have successfully completed their
Primary School years. What a fantastic group of students who will be sadly missed
by the PCS staff and cohort. We wish you all the very best on your new adventures
as you journey through Secondary School.

Congratulations to our five award winners Hudson Warren, Ryan Forscutt, Jack
Mclintosh, Hugo Dyer and Kealey Hansch.

General Notables Citizenship Academic Most Improved
Excellence Award Award Award Achievement Award



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

JANUARY
2026

27th January
Term 1 starts—Staff ONLY
28th January

Grade 1-6 students return
to school

29th January

Prep students start

FEBRUARY
2026

4th February

Swimming Carnival
16th February
Student Free Day
17th February
School Photos
18th February
Peer Mediation Grade 5
19th February
Peer Mediation Grade 6
20th February
District Swimming
27th February
Student Free Day

Division Swimming

MARCH
2026

11th - 20th March

Naplan
12th March
Regional Swimming

25th - 26th March

Prep- Grade 3 Eye Testing

27th March

House Athletics




