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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Wow, the end of week 8 already! Term 4 and the year are flying by. We are having a great term with 

students and staff settled into teaching and learning. Students are currently engaged in assessment 

and the results and growth have been pleasing to see. 

 

Garden Party thank you 
On Wednesday we hosted a Garden Party to thank the wider community for their support in the out-
door learning opportunities created at our school this year. As well as some of our generous parent 
and grandparent community members, Anne and Thelma from the CWA and Anthony and Julie from 
Peppermint Ridge Farm were in attendance. Students from 1/2 and 2/3 baked yummy treats during 
their science lesson to share with our special guests. Thankfully there was a break in the weather, so 
they were able to tour the garden and outdoor learning space and see the progress we have made. A 
huge thanks to Mrs Dobie for organising the Garden Party and to Candice Epp for assisting the classes 
with baking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library makeover 

Thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers, our library has been transformed into a modern space with 

new bookcases, display areas, a story tellers chair and the addition of a screen so teachers can use it 

as a teaching space. Students are enjoying their library lessons with their classes but also have the 

chance to use the space on Tuesday at lunchtime. We sincerely thank Kylie Walton and Candice Epp 

for driving this initiative. 
 

Principal Report 



 
 Mobile Area Resource Centre (MARC) Program in 2026 
 I am delighted to share the exciting news that our school has been successful in receiving support 

through the Mobile Area Resource Centre (MARC) program. This additional resource strengthens our 
commitment to ensuring every student has access to rich, engaging, and equitable learning            
opportunities. 

 
 The MARC teachers work collaboratively with our school to increase opportunities for students and 

improve learning outcomes and engagement across key curriculum areas.  
 
 Through this grant, our school will benefit from the following key features of the MARC program: 
• High-quality learning resources: Our staff and students will be able to utilise an expanded range 
 of materials carefully selected to support diverse learning needs. 
• Specialised literacy programs: MARC teachers deliver engaging, evidence-based programs guided 
 by the priorities of each Committee of Management (CoM), enriching our teaching and learning 
 in meaningful ways. 
• Collaborative learning communities: By participating in professional networks across MARC      
 clusters, our staff gain valuable opportunities to share practice, learn from colleagues, and 
 strengthen school-wide approaches to teaching and learning. 
 

 This grant will help PCS continue building a vibrant and inclusive learning environment where every 
student can thrive. We look forward to welcoming the MARC team into our school and embracing  
the wonderful opportunities this partnership will bring. 

 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

 Principal Report continued…. 

 Student of Week Awards 

TERM 4—WEEK 7 AWARDS 

Back Row L to R:  Evie, Sophie and    

Madison. 

Middle Row L to R:  Grade 4/5, Levi   

and Oskar. 

Front Row L to R:  Hunter, Ella, Bianca 
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3rd December 

Lions Club Breakfast 

5th December 

2026 Prep Transition #6 

9th December 

Statewide Transition 

10th December 

IGROW Greener Day 

11th December 

Grade 6 Graduation Night  

12th December 

Grade 6 Big Day Out 

15th December 

Swimming 

16th December 

Swimming 

17th December 

Swimming 

18th December 

Swimming 

19th December 

Bush Dance 

Final Assembly 

Last Day of Term 4 

(1.30pm finish) 

 
 

  
 

  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

JANUARY 

2026 

27th January 

Term 1 starts—Staff ONLY 

28th January 

Grade 1-6 students return to 

school 

29th January  

Prep students start 

DECEMBER 

2025 

FEBRUARY 

2026 

4th February 

Swimming Carnival 

16th February 

Student Free Day 

17th February 

School Photos 

18th February 

Peer Mediation Grade 5 

19th February 

Peer Mediation Grade 6 

20th February 

District Swimming 

27th February 

Student Free Day 

 



 

 Grandparents/Special Friends Day  

 

 

On Friday 14th November, PCS hosted a 

special BBQ lunch to celebrate Grand-

parents and special friends day at 

school.  

Our Grandparents and special friends 

enjoyed exploring the school grounds,  

joining in on some outdoor activities, 

soaking up the sun rays or even catching 

up with some old friends.  

After lunch, they were invited back to 

the student’s classroom where they  

participated in activities before heading 

to assembly.  

A great day was had by all. 


