Poowong Consolidated School Issue 18: Friday 14th November 2025

Principal Report
Dear parents and carers,

We are thriving at PCS! It’s been another couple of exciting weeks filled with energy, teamwork, and
plenty of smiles. The highlight for many was definitely grandparent’s/special person’s day. The stu-
dents were so excited. Our biggest fans came to visit us at school...our grandparents and grand-
friends! We got to spend some time showing off our fabulous work in our classrooms and doing some
fun activities. An enormous thank you to our staff for helping make the day such a huge success, and
of course to our fantastic grandparents. We appreciate your support!

Inside Our School - A Peek Into PLC Work
:

What is a PLC?
A Professional Learning Community (PLC) is a group of teachers who

Victorion Teaching and Learning Model 2.0

work closely together to improve how we teach and support students.
We meet regularly to share ideas, learn from each other, and make sure
we are using the best research-based strategies across all classrooms.
This term, our PLC teams have been deepening their understanding of
how the brain learns — particularly the roles of working memory and
long-term memory in the learning process. We explored how attention
and focus play a key part in helping students transfer new information

into long-term understanding.

Victorian Teaching and Learning Model 2.0
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Principal Report continued....
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Thunderstorm Asthma - be prepared this pollen season.

Grass pollen season, which typically runs from October to December each year in Victoria, brings an in-
crease in asthma and hay fever symptoms. It also increases the risk of thunderstorm asthma. For people
with asthma or hay fever, especially those who experience wheezing or coughing with their hay fever,

thunderstorm asthma can be sudden, serious and even life threatening.

Poowong Consolidated School will implement a range of measures to keep our school community safe as
the risk of thunderstorm asthma increases. Many of our staff are trained in asthma first aid. We will
monitor the VicEmergency app to receive thunderstorm warnings and, where appropriate, keep stu-

dents indoors when weather forecasts identify greater risk.

It also increases the risk of thunderstorm asthma.

During the season, there are some things you can do to prepare and protect yourself and your family:

thunderstorm asthma.

scription.

If your child has ever had asthma, talk to your doctor about what you can do to help protect them
from the risk of thunderstorm asthma this pollen season, including updating your asthma action
plan. Taking an asthma preventer properly and regularly is key to preventing asthma, including

If your child has hay fever, see your pharmacist or doctor for a hay fever treatment plan and check
if you should have an asthma reliever puffer. These are available from a pharmacy without a pre-

Where possible, avoid being outside during thunderstorms from October to December, especially
during the wind gusts that come before the storm. Go inside and close your doors and windows. If

you have your air conditioning on, turn it to ‘recirculate’.

Protect yourself this pollen season — managing asthma and allergies matters. Find out more For more
information, speak to your doctor. You can also refer to the Better Health Channel website.

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

NOVEMBER
2025

17th November

Curriculum Day
21st November
2026 Prep Transition #4
26th November
PCS Garden Party

28th November
2026 Prep Transition #5

DECEMBER
2025

3rd December
Lions Club Breakfast
5th December
2026 Prep Transition #6
9th December

Statewide Transition
11th December
Grade 6 Graduation Night
12th December
Grade 6 Big Day Out
15th December

Swimming
16th December
Swimming
17th December

Swimming
18th December
Swimming
19th December

Bush Dance
Final Assembly
Last Day of Term 4
(1.30pm finish)

JANUARY
2026

27th January
Term 1 starts—Staff ONLY
28th January

Grade 1-6 students return to
school

29th January

Prep students start

FEBRUARY
2026

4th February

Swimming Carnival
17th February
School Photos




Honouring Remembrance Day

On Tuesday, our students showed a wonderful commitment to commemorating Remembrance Day by
reflecting on the day with activities and discussions in their classroom. Their efforts help us all to pause
and honour the significance of the 11th of November, remembering the sacrifices made by so many.
Thank you to Tony Moon (Korumburra RSL) and Brenda Jordan who supported our Remembrance Day
with a presentation to all students followed by a service.
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