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Dear parents and carers, 
 
Wow, what a fortnight! Our 2025 Preps have begun their transition days with the new Prep students 
excited about starting school in 2026. Each session, they are completing some activities within the 
classroom and also exploring an outdoor area of the school. We look forward to seeing them again in 
two weeks’ time. 
 
Student Leadership 2025 
During this week I have visited the Year 5 classrooms to discuss student leadership. I was thrilled to 
see Mr Hill and Ms Williams have already started the conversation around what student leadership 
looks like, sounds like and feels like. We also discussed that you do not need a badge to be a leader. 
All senior students are role models to junior students as they look up to them. 
 
During our chats we discussed the process and criteria. That will look like the following: 
• A chat will the staff leadership team at school 

• A review of attendance, attitude, effort and behaviour from F-5 inclusive 
• Staff voice 

• Student voice with purpose (not a popularity contest) 
Leadership speech 
 

Changes to Digital Device Use in Primary Schools 
You may have seen recent media coverage about the Victorian Government’s decision to introduce 
new guidelines for digital device use in primary schools from 2027.   
  
Under the new policy, from 2027, schools will no longer invite families to purchase or bring their own 
digital devices for students in Prep to Grade 6.  This change will not impact families at Poowong   
Consolidated School. PCS will continue to provide class sets of devices. In addition, PCS currently and 
will continue to follow the recommendations of daily device times introduced by the Department of 
Education – minimal use in Prep–2 and a maximum of 90 minutes per day in Grades 3–6.  
  
At PCS, we support the intent of this policy and have always believed that parents should not have to 
pay for essential learning tools. It’s important for families to know that PCS students already spend 
well below the recommended daily maximum. At our school, device use is purposeful, focused on 
learning and always balanced with hands-on and collaborative learning. 
  
Our approach has always been about teaching responsible and balanced use of technology, not just 
providing access to it.  
 
 

Principal Report 



 
 
Car Park Safety 
This week I have heard of a number of near misses around car park safely in metropolitan schools. I felt it 
was a timely reminder that for the safety of ALL children, please pick up your child/ren from the parent car 
park. The school car park is for the SOLE use of the primary school staff. There is a disabled parking space 
attached to the school carpark. If you require additional support, please contact Michael Smethurst 
(Principal).  
 
Regards  
Michael Smethurst 
Principal 
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Principal Report continued…. 

TERM 4—WEEK 2 AWARDS 

Back Row L to R:  Xander, Emma, Ryan 

Middle Row: Shyla and Lenny  

Front Row L to R:  Bell and Indi. 

TERM 4—WEEK 3 AWARDS 

Back Row L to R:  Liv, Nevaeh, Archie and 

Christopher. 

Front Row L to R:  Evie and Vienna. 

 Awards 
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3rd December 

Lions Club Breakfast 

5th December 

2026 Prep Transition #6 

9th December 

Statewide Transition 

11th December 

Grade 6 Graduation Night  

12th December 

Grade 6 Big Day Out 

15th December 

Swimming 

16th December 

Swimming 

17th December 

Swimming 

18th December 

Swimming 

19th December 

Bush Dance 

Final Assembly 

Last Day of Term 4 

(1.30pm finish) 

 
  
 

  

NOVEMBER 

2025 

3rd November 

Student Free Day 

4th November 

Melbourne Cup 

(Public Holiday) 

6th November 

State Athletics 

Bike Ed (Grade 2/3, 4/5 & 5/6) 

7th November  

Bike Ed (Grade 1/2 & Prep) 

12th November  

2026 Prep Transition #3 

14th November  

PCS Sausage Sizzle 

Grandparents Day 

17th November  

Curriculum Day 

21st November 

2026 Prep Transition #4 

28th November  

2026 Prep Transition #5 

 

 

 

 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

JANUARY 

2026 

27th January 

Term 1 starts—Staff ONLY 

28th January 

Grade 1-6 students return to 

school 

29th January  

Prep students start 

DECEMBER 

2025 

FEBRUARY 

2026 

4th February 

Swimming Carnival 

17th February 

School Photos 

 



 

 Celebrating Children’s Week 

      

 

PCS teamed up with the Poowong Library in or-

der to celebrate Children’s Week last week. Chil-

dren's week is an opportunity to celebrate the 

rights of children and recognise the importance 

of raising them healthy and happy.  

Last Thursday the students enjoyed a wonderful 

walk down to the Poowong Library where they 

participated in a range of activities. The students 

were given the opportunity to plant both fruit 

and native trees, create seed packs  and seed-

lings to take home.  They also enjoyed some de-

licious fruit skewers whilst relaxing back and 

reading a book.   


