Poowong Consolidated School Issue 16: Friday 17th October 2025

Principal Report

Dear parents and carers,

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 4!

Welcome back for Term 4 everyone. Can you believe it? Where has the year gone? | trust you all had a
relaxing and wonderful break. We have had a great start to the term with students and staff getting
settled into learning. In just 2 weeks, we have already commenced our 2026 Prep transition program,
The dental van visit, Bus safety incursion, Family Life incursion and now a student favourite, Bike
Education.

Hats
| am noticing that most students are wearing hats but there are still a few without. | would like to ask
for the support of families to make sure that every students brings a sun smart hat to school every
day. Hats are required for all outdoor activities during Term 4.
Students who do not have a hat may be required to remain inside or
to stay undercover during playtime or outdoor activities.

Being Safe Online

As technology continues to play a big role in our children’s lives, it is important that we work together
to ensure their online experiences are positive and safe.

Some reminders for families:

. Supervision matters — where possible, keep devices in shared family spaces rather than in
bedrooms.

° Know what your child is using — talk to your child about the apps, games and websites they are
accessing.

° Privacy first — remind your child never to share personal information, photos or passwords
online.

° Set boundaries — agree on clear rules about screen time and online behaviour.
° Talk early and often — encourage your child to come to you if they feel uncomfortable or
unsafe online.

We also encourage parents to visit the eSafety Commissioner’s website (www.esafety.gov.au) for
excellent resources, guides, and support to help keep children safe online.

Together, we can cultivate safe and respectful online habits that support our students' well-being and
learning.



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLisa.Warren3%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2670d27e349d4b05e2b008de0cf37794%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638962436984201381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3

Principal Report continued....

2026 Class Structures
We keep asking ourselves where did 2025 go? We are already into October and the planning for 2026 is
well underway. We will be working with the following school structure for 2026:

Classroom Structure Specialist Classes
Prep/Year 1 Physical Education
Year 1/2 Art

Year 3/4 Music

Year 4/5 Science

Year 5/6

Parent Requests and Class Placements for 2026

The leadership team and teachers are developing plans for 2026 to ensure that we have a smooth and
successful beginning to the school year. We ask that If you are moving or changing schools, it is
important that we know of these intentions as soon as possible - could you please email the office on
poowong.cs@education.vic.gov.au

To ensure that we cater for all our students, we will use a range of assessments and information to
base our decisions for grade blends (social/emotional, academic spread and class cohesion). Teachers
spend many hours developing and organising these groupings. Children will not necessarily be placed
in friendship groups, as we believe that all children need to learn the skill of developing new friend-
ships. We believe that there are many opportunities to connect with friends. We have well developed
social skill programs to encourage positive relationships with all students, ones that foster the devel-
opment of a wide group of friendships. We all know that we do not necessarily work well with our
best friends. Of course, this does not mean that your child will not be with any of their friends.

| am happy to receive in writing from families any special learning needs (physical, social, or emotion-
al) which may have an impact on their grade placement. | must have these by Friday 24th October
2025. (Correspondence beyond this date will not be considered) These requests will be considered
but are not guaranteed. Please email any and all class placement requests to
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

Staffing has not been finalised for 2026. Once grades are finalised, there will be no changes as we will
be resourcing classes.

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

OCTOBER
2025

22nd October

Grade 5/6 Family Life Incursion
23rd October

Mary MacKillop -
Grade 5 Activity Day
Bike Ed (Grade 2/3, 4/5 & 5/6)
24th October

Working Bee
Bike Ed (Grade 1/2 & Prep)
29th October
2026 Prep Transition #2
30th October

Grade 2 Sleepover
Grade 1 Dinner
Bike Ed (Grade 2/3, 4/5 & 5/6)
31st October
Grade 2 Activity Day
Bike Ed (Grade 1/2 & Prep)

Awards

NOVEMBER
2025

3rd November

Student Free Day
4th November

Melbourne Cup
(Public Holiday)
6th November
State Athletics

Bike Ed (Grade 2/3, 4/5 &
5/6)

7th November
Bike Ed (Grade 1/2 & Prep)
12th November
2026 Prep Transition #3
14th November
PCS Sausage Sizzle

Grandparents Day
17th November

Curriculum Day
21st November
2026 Prep Transition #4

28th November
2026 Prep Transition #5

DECEMBER
2025

3rd December
Lions Club Breakfast
5th December
2026 Prep Transition #6
9th December

Statewide Transition
11th December
Grade 6 Graduation Night
12th December
Grade 6 Big Day Out
15th December

Swimming
16th December
Swimming
17th December

Swimming
18th December
Swimming
19th December

Bush Dance
Final Assembly
Last Day of Term 4

TERM 4—WEEK 1 AWARDS
L to R: Ollie, Matilda, Caleb,

Xavier and Deegan.




Fishy Stories

By Koby W. (Grade 1)
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Fishy Stories continued.....

By Koby W. (Grade 1)
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