Issue 9: Friday 20th June 2025

Poowong Consolidated School

Principal Report

Dear Parents and Carers,

Semester One Reports — Available Friday 27 June on COMPASS

Semester One student reports will be released to parents and carers via COMPASS on Friday 27th June. These
reports provide feedback on your child’s learning progress throughout the first half of the year. Teachers have
drawn on a range of formal and informal assessments and classroom learning experiences to make well-
informed, balanced judgements about each student’s achievement.

Professional Learning and School Direction

Berry Street Education Model

Last Friday 13th June, our staff participated in Day Two (of four) of our Berry Street Professional Learning Days.
The focus of this day was building relationships across the whole school. These Professional Learning days are
equipping us as a whole school to implement the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) here at Poowong Consol-

idated School. The BSEM is based on classroom strategies informed by Berry Street's approaches to trauma-
informed learning and the science of wellbeing. It has been designed by teachers and education leaders for use
by all school staff.

This is part of our whole school vision and approach to Student Wellbeing, moving forward. This education mod-
el will help us to help our students by:

understanding the impacts of trauma on child development and the ability to learn

creating a supportive and trauma-informed positive education classroom

bolstering student-teacher relationships (a focus for Day Two)

instilling strengths-based practices across the school

Already this year you will have noticed many aspects of the Berry Street model being included in our whole
school practice, such as brain breaks, Welcome Morning Circles and Ready to Learn Scales. We will continue to
embed these practices and use the strategies we have learned on our second day by developing and including
positive relational classroom management strategies that promote on-task learning for our students. Please feel
free to chat to any of us or in fact, your children, to follow the journey of the Berry Street model here at PCS in
our classrooms and in our learning.
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https://www.berrystreet.org.au/learning-and-resources/berry-street-education-model

Principal Report continued.....

Parent Teacher Interviews

An opportunity to meet with your child/ren’s teacher/s at the school on Monday 30th June between 3.40pm
and 6.50pm. These parent/teacher meetings will be strictly ten minutes in duration to allow for staff to meet
with each member of their class and their parents/carers. To book your meeting, please follow the links on the
Compass notification which will go live Monday 23 June at 4pm. Pop a reminder in your phone so you don’t for-
get to book!

Foundation enrolments 2026
We are now accepting enrolments for our Foundation 2026 grade. Families who have a child already enrolled at

Poowong Consolidated School are invited to complete an enrolment form at their earli-

est convenience. Your support with this is appreciated as we start to plan our staffing
structure and recruitment processes. The earlier we work through everything, the higher
the chance we will be able to find high quality teachers and integration aides to work

with our students. If you know of any families who do not have a child already enrolled

but are interested in Poowong Consolidated School, please encourage them to book in
for a tour.
https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

Get to know our staff...
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with Hayley

Favourite food - Carbonara
Favourite sport — AFL or netball
Favourite weekend activity - Camping or 4WD

Favourite movie/tv show - Greys Anatomy

Favourite thing about working at OSHC - Watching and
supporting the children to learn and grow in many
ways!



https://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/enrolment/
mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
2025 2025 2025

Ast July 1st August 5 September
Parent Teacher Interviews Principal’s Day Basketball
4th July 16th to 23rd August 7th September
Pyjama Day Book Week Father's Day
Last Day of Term 2 22nd Auqust 10th September
(2.30pm Finish) Book Week Costume Parade G6 Night of Notables
(TBC)
21st July 11th September
Term 3 Starts WP‘PPP"!"P'/ Division Athletics
24th July OO g e 16th September
State Cross Country ;: ;;; ;}7 -’1:, IES : Footy Day
30th July B 17th to 19thSeptember
Grade 5 KSC Interactive Day Grade 6 PI(DSC Transition
ays

Student of the week

TERM 2—WEEK 7 AWARDS
Back Row L to R: Hamish, Elijah and Evie.

Front Row L to R: Edison, Evie and Liam.




\What’s happening in Grade 5/6...

D InovurYear5/6
classroom ...

Our Year 5/6 students have been
writing to inform. They wrote procedural
texts to inform their Buddies how to
complete a new skill; tying their shoelaces,
bouncing a basketball, kicking a footy,
or playing a game of Snap.




BERRYSTREET

Curnculum and Classroom Strategtes

Term Two saw classes build on our focus of establishing Consistent, Predictable Routines. Students and teachers

are benefiting from our Ready, Set, Go routines which help us to get ready for learning after being outside. Once

inside in the morning, classes are taking part in a Morning Circle.

Morning Circle
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Morning Circle is a structured, inclusive routine that fosters
emotional regulation, connection, and safety, helping
students build relationships, self-awareness, and readiness
to learn in a supportive environment.

Morning Circles consist of:

Greeting / Check in - to ensure everyone feels welcome and *
included.

Values - connects us to our educational setting and -ll"""
" . =
strengthens our sense of belonging.

Expectations — communicates expectations for leaming and !E

positive behaviour and any changes to daily routine.

Announcements — celebrates good news to create a kind and
caring enmnvironment.

Positive Primer - helps to start day feeling good in our bodies
and activates brain for learning.

What Went Well - reflect on things we saw that went right to &
set us up for a positive day. A




