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Principal Report 
 
  
Dear parents and carers, 
 
We hope everyone is settling into the rhythm of term 2.  It is wonderful to see our students happy 
and engaged in their learning. The next few weeks are going to be busy so please keep an eye on 
your Compass notifications so you don’t miss anything. 
 
Mother’s Day 
We warmly invite all mums, grandmothers, carers, and special family members to join us for our 
Mother’s Day Morning Tea. Our morning tea will be held on Friday 9th May (9:15-11:00am) in the Art 
room. There is no cost for this event.  
After morning tea, you’re welcome to visit the classrooms to see a special display of the children’s 
work, including a Portrait Gallery created by the students to celebrate the important people in their 
lives. We look forward to sharing this wonderful morning with you! 
 
Open Morning – Prep 2026 
On Wednesday 14th May PCS will be holding a Prep 2026 Open Morning from 9:15-10:15am. This 
morning is designed for new families to our school to come for a tour and to explore the Prep class-
room. If you know of anyone looking to enrol their child in Prep in 2026, please pass along infor-
mation about this event! If you already have a child at our school and are looking to enrol for Prep 
2026, please visit the office for an enrolment. 
 
Reading 
The healthy habit of reading 
One of the most common questions asked at a school interview is, “How can I support my child with 
a particular subject?”  
My first response is, Are they reading for at least 20 minutes per night? Reading will and does have 
the most profound effect on their academic success. The skill of reading transfers across all subject 
areas: English, Mathematics, Science… 
The key to children reading is the same. It's a habit. It requires finding the child's area of interest and 
exposing them to literature in that area. I can come in many forms and mediums (hard copy and/or 
online): magazines, books, newsletters and newspapers. 
 
How can you create a supportive reading environment? 
Many families have bedtime reading routines when their children are young, but these tend to drop 
off when children begin to be able to read independently. Having a routine where everyone (even 
you!) reads before bed is both conducive to good sleep, as well as habit forming. 
 
 



 
 Principal Report continued….. 

Building a lasting habit requires commitment.  
As your child settles into term 2, it is a great opportunity to encourage and support them in making 
reading for pleasure a regular part of their daily routine. In addition, holidays can provide extra time 
for children to find books they love and further explore the world of reading. 
Reading is central to academic success, but it is also linked to positive wellbeing, improved empathy, 
increased understanding of self and a better understanding of one’s place in the world. 
 
As parents, we are our children’s first literacy teachers and the ways we engage with reading will 
fundamentally shape our children’s attitudes. 
 
Make reading a pleasure.  
The research is clear; when we enjoy reading, we read more. Create positive associations around 
reading by reading to or with your children. 
 
Show you value reading.  
The visible presence of adult books in the home is a key measure of academic achievement for chil-
dren. 
 
Regards  
Michael Smethurst 
Principal 
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

Get to know our staff... 

mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au


 
  

 

  

 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

5th June  

    Regional Cross Country    

9th June 

Kings Birthday (Public Holiday) 

11th June 

Lightning Prem 

13th June 

Student Free Day 

9th May 

Mothers Day Morning Tea 

9th May 

House Cross Country 

11th May 

Mothers Day  

14th May 

2026 Prep Open Day  

19th May 

Incursion—African Drumming 

21st May 

Book Tasting Day  

22nd May 

Division Cross Country 

23rd May 

Parent Morning Tea 

Working Bee (TBC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 

2025 

MAY 

2025 

1st July 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

4th July 

Pyjama Day 

Last Day of Term 2  

(2.30pm Finish) 

 

 

21st July 

Term 3 Starts 

24th July 

State Cross Country 

28th to 30th July 

Grade 5 KSC Interactive 

Days 

 

JUNE 

2025 

????? 



 
 The Summit 

      

 
My favourite activity  was the Flying 

fox, because before I went on it,  my 

stomach filled with butterflies.  

- Ryan F. 

My favourite activity was Timmy’s Tower because I 

overcome my fear of heights and I enjoyed the 

challenge of climbing up there. 

-Lucas A.  

The Mud Run was 

the best activity. I 

like getting muddy 

and we had to work 

together.  

- Will G.  

I like the Pancakes. I had maple syrup and 

raspberry jam on mine. 

- Sasha E 



 
 The Summit continued…... 

      

 

My favourite activity was the cave because it was dark, 

challenging, fun and a little bit scary.  

-Archie A.  

My favourite activity was the tank hot lap 

because we got to drive over a car. 

-Chaise M. 

I really liked the 

Cheese Burgers. 

You could choose 

what you wanted 

in the burger.  

- Xander H. 

This has been the best camp so far. The activities 

were so fun, they had yummy pasta and garlic bread 

and we liked who we shared a cabin with. 

- Shyla C. and Issy M. 


