Poowong Consolidated School Issue 7: Friday 23rd May 2025

Principal Report

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope this newsletter finds you and your families well. As we move into the heart of Term 2, it’s
wonderful to see our students fully engaged in their learning, participating in a variety of exciting
classroom and co-curricular activities. The energy across the school is inspiring, and it’s a testament
to the strong partnerships between our staff, students, and families. This month brings many oppor-
tunities to celebrate student growth, reflect on our progress so far, and look ahead to upcoming
events and initiatives. Whether it’s through classroom achievements, excursions, or special celebra-
tions, there’s much to be proud of in our school community.

Semester One Reports

Semester One student reports will be available to parents and carers via Compass on Friday 27th
June. The purpose of this student report is to give feedback on your child's progress for Semester
One. Teachers, who work with your child, have made informed and on balance judgements on a
range of formal and informal assessment tasks and learning experiences to identify your child's pro-
gress.

Maths Progression Point

Poowong Consolidated School has implemented the revised Mathematics Curriculum 2.0, as devel-
oped by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). Previously, student achievement
in Mathematics was reported across three strands: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geome-
try, and Statistics and Probability. Under the revised curriculum, teachers will now assess and report
student achievement using a single score that reflects the whole Mathematics achievement stand-
ard. Please note that because the achievement standards have changed, the first report using the
new curriculum will show only a level of achievement. Once there is a baseline from which to meas-
ure growth, progress over time will be reflected in future reports.

Celebrating Our Wonderful Mums and Special Friends Success!

Earlier this month, our school was filled with love, laughter and gratitude as we celebrated Mother’s
Day with a morning tea. It was a beautiful way to start the day, with so many mums, grandmothers,
and special carers joining us for a delicious morning spread. It was a joy to see our school community
come together, sharing smiles and stories over a coffee/tea.

Students created portraits to celebrate the important people in their lives and they were displayed
outside their classrooms for their loved ones to view.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our staff and volunteers who helped make the morning so warm
and welcoming. We hope all our mums and carers enjoyed a joyful Mother’s Day — you are appreciat-
ed more than words can say.




Principal Report continued.....

Kinder Visits

It has been great having the Poowong kinder children attend PCS again this term and enjoy the drum-
ming, ‘Ghana Beat My Drum’. We love building our strong connections with our local kinder and com-
munity.

Open Morning — Prep 2026

On Wednesday 14th May PCS held a successful Prep 2026 Open Morning. It is always great to see the
excited children and meet new parents, reacquaint with previous of the school and current parents. |
really enjoyed showing off the capital works that have been done recently and the plan going forward.
If you know of anyone looking to enrol their child in Prep in 2026, please pass along our information
and have them contact our office to organise a school tour. If you already have a child at our school
and are looking to enrol for Prep 2026, please visit the office for an enrolment pack.

Mrs Wilson on Personal Leave

In Term 3, Mrs Wilson from Prep will be taking personal leave to accompany her family to the snow-
fields in Victoria. We would like to wish the Wilson family all the best in their adventure and look for-
ward to seeing her back in Prep in Term 4.

During her absence we are very excited to announce that Rachel Tierney will be teaching Prep in Term
3. The Preps are familiar with Mrs Tierney as she has spent time in the Prep classroom. Mrs Wilson and
Mrs Tierney will spend time together preparing the teaching and learning for Term 3. Heather will re-
main in the classroom as Education Support.

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

Get to know our staff...

v
At

with Miss Francis

Favourite food - Pizza
Favourite sport - Footy (Go Saints!)

Favourite weekend activity - Any time at the beach and
with friends and family.

Favourite movie/tv show - Friends

Favourite thing about being a teacher - Absolutely

everything and that every day is different!
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

JUNE JULY AUGUST
2025 2025 2025

3rd June 1st July 1st Auqust
Incursion - Science Van Parent Teacher Interviews Principal’s Day

5th June 4th July 16th to 23rd August
Regional Cross Country Pyjama Day Book Week

9th June Last Day of Term 2 22nd Augqust

Kings Birthday (Public Holiday) (2.30pm Finish) Book Week Costume Parade
11th June
Lightning Prem
13th June 21st July
Student Free Day Term 3 Starts
24th July

State Cross Country
28th to 30th July

Grade 5 KSC Interactive
Days

Student of the week

=== TERM 2—WEEK 3 AWARDS

#8 L to R: Tess, Brodie, Willow

4 and Bianca

TERM 2—WEEK 4 AWARDS

Back Row L to R: Koby and Jobe.

Front Row L to R: Billie, Will and Shyla. '




GHANA BEAT MY DRUM

On Monday 19th May, PCS students and staff participated in the Ghana Beat My Drum incursion.
Our PCS students and staff enjoyed learning many traditional African instruments along side en-
gaging in fun performances.

Ghana Beat My Drum offers school performance tours that incorporate audience participation,
singing. dancing along with drumming and educating schools on the culture of Africa and Ghana.

Jonas Tandoh was born in Ghana and has been a musician since the age of 17. He proudly shared
his music and stories with our staff.




