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Dear parents and carers, 

 

Wow, the end of week 8 already! Term 4 and the year is flying by. We are having a great term with stu-

dents and staff settled into teaching and learning. Students are currently engaged in assessment and the 

results and growth have been pleasing to see. 

 

Welcome to New Staff 

In 2025, PCS welcomes two new staff members: Jessica Vanweynsberge in Year 1/2 and Katrina Slidders 

as Leading Teacher. Both ladies come with previous experience in their respective year level. Jessica and 

Katrina will both be here on the statewide transition day on Tuesday 10 December. Please introduce 

yourself and make them welcome to the PCS community. 

 

Jessica Vanweynsberge  

Hi everyone, my name is Jess Vanweynsberge. I am very excited to become part of your school communi-

ty that you have at Poowong Consolidated School. I have been a teacher for the past 12 years, across all 

year levels. Throughout my career I have been a Literacy leader and acted in an Assistant Principal role.  

I am passionate about Literacy and enjoy sports such as softball, soccer and netball. I have a young son 

and we enjoy going away as a family in our caravan.  

 

Katrina Slidders  

Hello, my name is Katrina Slidders and I am very excited to be joining the Poowong Consolidated School 

community in 2025. In my 20 years in education, I have worked both in Victoria and the Northern Territo-

ry as a classroom teacher, pre-school teacher, curriculum leader and learning specialist. I am passionate 

about education and thoroughly enjoy being involved in schools. 

Outside of school I love spending time with my husband and two teenage daughters and travelling Aus-

tralia and overseas. I love sport! I play netball and cricket and am coaching the Tarwin Sharks A Grade 

netball team in 2025. In AFL/W, I barrack for North Melbourne FC and Melbourne Vixens in netball. I am 

looking forward to meeting the staff, students and community of PCS soon. 

 

Farewell to Staff 

Saying farewell to teachers leaving PCS is a bittersweet moment that often evokes a mix of emotions for 

both the departing teachers and the students and staff they leave behind. It is a time to reflect on the im-

pact these teachers have had on the school community and to express gratitude for their contribution to 

the school. 

 

Principal Report 



 
 Here is a message from our departing staff: 

 

 

 Jackie Wilmann 

 Dear Poowong School Community, 

 As I prepare to move on to the next chapter of my journey, I would like to take this opportunity to  sincerely thank 

everyone at Poowong Consolidated for welcoming me so warmly. It has truly been a joy to teach here, and I’ve 

been privileged to witness the incredible growth and development of the students, particularly during my time in 

Grade 2 and Grade 2/3. 

 

 I’m excited to have seen the positive changes at the school, including the introduction of devices for every student 

and the beautiful new garden that will continue to thrive. These initiatives reflect the school’s commitment to 

fostering an engaging and dynamic learning environment. Though I am moving on, I will continue to support 

Poowong by bringing in my 10 cent containers and donating supplies for the garden. It’s my small way of        

contributing to the wonderful things happening here. 

 

 As I look forward to new adventures, I’m excited about the opportunity to continue growing and learning on my 

teaching journey. Thank you once again for making my time here so memorable. I will always hold Poowong in 

my heart, and I hope our paths cross again in the future. 

 Jackie Willmann 

 
 

 Jaria Bernaldo 

 Dear Students, Parents and Community, 

 I want to take this opportunity to thank Poowong Consolidated School for the amazing opportunity to teach at 

this beautiful school. I wish to inform you all that I will be beginning a new adventure of teaching overseas. I want 

to take a moment to thank everyone who has made this journey incredible. 

 

 To the prep/one students, it has been an incredible school year, and I am so proud of all of you! You have all 

worked so hard and made so much great progress this year. We have shared many wonderful memories and had 

fun learning together. 

 

 I’ve learned so much from you and have cherished seeing you all grow, overcome challenges, and celebrate all 

successes. I hope you will continue growing and keep trying even when things are tough! I will miss each of you 

dearly. 

 

 To all PCS students, thank you for embracing me with such warmth and positivity this year! It has been a pleasure 

to get to know all of you. 

 

 To the parents and families: Thank you for your trust and support throughout my time here. Your  partnership has 

been invaluable, and I’ve deeply appreciated the opportunity to be part of your children’s lives. 

 

 Although I am excited about the new challenges, leaving this wonderful school is bittersweet. I will carry with me 

countless memories and the lessons I’ve learned from all of you. 

 

 Thank you for being a part of this unforgettable chapter in my life. I wish you all continued success, happiness, 

and growth. 

 With gratitude and warmest wishes,  

 Jaria Bernaldo 



 

 Classroom Structure for 2025 

 Due to budgetary constraints, PCS will be be going to  classes in 2025. They will be the following: 

 

TERM 4—WEEK 7 AWARDS 

Back Row L to R:  Tess, Elijah, Ruby and Ryan. 

Third Row L to R:  Lennon, Emma and Shyla. 

Second Row L to R:  Xavier and Sasha 

Front Row L to R:  Kiara 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARD 

Premier’s Reading Challenge Awards 

Well done to all our students who participated in the 

Premier’s Reading Challenge.               

Congratulations to Bianca, Zev, Amy and Jack for        

completing the challenge. 

Regards  
Michael Smethurst 
Principal 
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au  

mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au


 

  
 

  

 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

5th February 

House Swimming Carnival 

11th February 

School Photos 

13th February 

District Swimming 

25th February 

Harvest Festival  

28th February 

Division Swimming 

 

 

 

6th December 

Crazy Hair Day 

9th December 

Curriculum Day 

10th December 

State-Wide Transition Day 

12th December 

Grade 6 Graduation Night 

13th December 

Grade 6 Big Day Out 

16th December 

Swimming Program 

17th December 

Swimming Program 

18th December 

Swimming Program 

19th December 

Swimming Program 

NO Lunch orders this day 

20th December 

Bush Dance 

Final Assembly 

Last Day of Term 4           

(1.30pm Finish) 

DECEMBER 

2024 

 

FEBRUARY  

2025 

28th January 

Staff return to School 

29th January 

Students Grade 1—6 return 

to School 

30th January 

Prep students start School 

NO Lunch orders this day 

JANUARY 

2025 


