Poowong Consolidated School Issue 12: 1st November 2024

Principal’s

REPORT

Dear parents and carers,

Wow, what a fortnight! Our 2025 Preps have commenced their transition days, the whole
school had Grandparents Day and Grade Six Night of Notables. It was tremendous to see: the
new Prep students excited about starting school in 2025, grandparents spending valuable
time in the classroom with their grandchildren, and a full audience at the Night of Notables
celebrating the hard work of the Year 6 students.

MultiLit - InitiaLit
In 2025, PCS will introduce MultiLit to the English curriculum, providing effective literacy in-
struction grounded in scientific evidence-based practice..

Since 1990, a research team led by Professor Kevin Wheldall AM from Macquarie University
Special Education Centre (MUSEC) has been researching how best to teach children who
struggle to learn to read and more effective ways of managing children’s behaviour in the
classroom.

MultiLit has as its core belief, the conviction that effective instruction is the key to growth in
any area of the curriculum. Our aim is to bring about learning by whatever means scientific
research has shown to be most effective. We subscribe to a continually evolving approach to
literacy instruction, changing as more scientific evidence becomes available from either
within the MultiLit research team or from the international scientific reading research com-
munity.

To begin our journey with MultiLit, we will begin using InitialLit - a whole-class initial instruc-
tion in literacy. InitiaLit is an evidence-based whole-class literacy program providing all chil-
dren with the essential core knowledge and strong foundations to become successful read-
ers and writers. InitiaLit is a three-year program, covering the first three years of school
(Foundation to Year 2). This will commence in Term One with more information being sent
out next year.



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmultilit.com%2Four-expertise%2Fprofessor-kevin-wheldall-am%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLisa.Warren3%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf2d4899bb17345d36cc608dcfa08b722%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C

Student Leadership 2025

| have visited the Year 5 classroom to discuss student leadership on several occasions this
semester. | was thrilled to see Miss Francis in term 3 and Mrs Wilson in term 4 had already
started the conversation around what student leadership looks like, sounds like and feels
like. We also discussed that you do not need a badge to be a leader. All senior students are
role models to junior students as they look up to them.

During our chats, we discussed the process and criteria. That will look like the following:

e A chat with the staff leadership team with the school

e A review of attitude, effort and behaviour from F-5 inclusive
o Staff voice

e Student voice with purpose (not a popularity contest)

e Leadership speech

Student Free Day and Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Next Monday, 4th November will be a Student Free Day. This means there will be no stu-
dents on site. Tuesday 5th November is Melbourne Cup, this is a Public Holiday.

We wish our PCS families and community an enjoyable and safe long weekend. We look
forward to our students returning Wednesday 6th November.

Regards

Michael Smethurst

Principal
michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

P STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARD

TERM 4—WEEK 2 AWARDS
Back Row: L to R: Laileh, Braxton and Daylen.

Front Row (L to R): Levi, Naomi, Jack, David, Leila
and Jobe.

TERM 4—WEEK 3 AWARDS
Back Row: L to R: Paige, Jocelyn, Cozmo, Jarrah and Grade 4.

Front Row (L to R): Hudson, Liam, Hudson and Maizy.



mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

NOVEMBER

1st November

2nd Prep Transition

4th November

Student Free Day
5th November

Melbourne Cup
(Public Holiday)
7th November

Grade 1 Dinner
Grade 2 Sleepover

8th November

3rd Prep Transition
15th November

4th Prep Transition
17th November

Poowong Little Market

22nd November

5th Prep Transition

DECEMBER

6th December

Crazy Hair Day
9th December

Curriculum Day
10th December

State-Wide Transition Day

12th December

Grade 6 Graduation Night

13th December
Grade 6 Big Day Out
16th December

Swimming Program

17th December

Swimming Program
18th December

Swimming Program

19th December

Swimming Program
20th December

Bush Dance
Final Assembly

Last Day of Term 4

JANUARY
2025

28th January
Staff return to School
29th January

Students Grade 1—6 return
to School

30th January

Prep students start School

POOWONG GARDEN CLUB Inc
FLOWER & PHOTO SHOW

Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd November 2024

*a

Poowong Public Hall S
Open from 10am to 3pm &

4




@ GRANDPARENTS DAY

On Monday 28th October, the
PCS students were given the
opportunity to invite their
Grandparents to join them in
class for the morning.

It was so great to see the spe-
cial bonds between the stu-

dents and their grandparents.
There was lots of laughter and

fun throughout the class-

rooms.

Afterwards, the Grandparents
were invited back to the
staffroom for hot beverages
and biscuits.




