
Mr Smethurst’s Report 

POOWONG CS NEWS 

 

Well, what a big fortnight it has been at PCS. We hosted our first ‘Outdoor Cinema Night & Mega 
Raffle’ which was a huge success and everyone enjoyed our House Swimming Carnival at the local Poo-
wong Pool. Now for the House Athletics that are fast approaching.  

 

Results of School Council Election 2023 

The voting for School Council elections closed at 4pm on Wednesday 22 February, and the nominations 
were counted for the 3 vacant parent / carer school council positions. 

 

I'm delighted to announce the three successful nominees were; 

• Brendan Dorey  

• Sarah Mills  

• Natalie Cole (re-elected for another term) 

Jennifer Hallyburton (DET Representative) 

 

They join current members: 

• Michael Kendall 

• Kylie Perrin-Walton 

• Jane Adams 

• Heather Pinder (DET Representative) 

• Michael Smethurst (School Principal) 

I would like to acknowledge the support of outgoing councillors Andrew Holman (President) and Deb 
Watson (Community Engagement). Myself and the school owe a particular gratitude to both Andrew 
and Deb. 

 

Andrew has been on and off as part of the School Council for more than 10 years in the role of Presi-
dent. Deb has worked in the area of Community Engagement which would have been very challenging 
during the recent pandemic. Often their work is unseen by the community, but was invaluable. While 
they are out-going, they will continue to offer their invaluable support to our new School Council and 
to the school itself as they have already done.  

Thank you Andrew and Deb! 

 

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) and first School Council meeting with the new council, will be held 
on Tuesday 14th March at 7.30pm in the staffroom, where we will elect the office bearers. 

ISSUE 3 



 

Outdoor Cinema Night & Mega Raffle 

The goal of the Outdoor Cinema Night & Mega Raffle night was to bring our community back together 
and that is exactly what we did. Many thanks to the team for putting this event together. I am pleased 
to announce the profit made from the event was $6,275.60. 

 

Communication 

Another way PCS communicates important information is through our school’s policies. These policies 
can be found on the school’s website. http://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/policies/ 

 

Parent/Carers Morning Tea 

Thank you to the parents who were able to join us on Monday 27 February. It was an informative and 
social morning enjoyed by all. I do encourage all parents/carers to join us for our termly morning tea, 
after drop-off at 9:00am. The morning teas will be held on the following dates: 

• Term 2 - Monday 1 May 

• Term 3 - Monday 10 July 

• Term 4 - Monday 9 October 

Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes and learn about opportunities to become 
involved in school life. Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 

New Attendance Requirements 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of ab-
sence, by either lodging the absence on Compass or phoning the school directly on (03) 5659 2356. 

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 

All Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on the 
same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have 
not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most im-
portant part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them be-
hind. 

The Poowong Consolidated School’s Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and proce-
dures for monitoring, recording and following-up of student absences is available http://
poowongcs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Attendance-Policy.pdf 
 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au 
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IMPORTANT 

DATES 
 

13th March 
Labour Day—Public Holiday 

15th –17th March 
Naplan Grades 3 & 5 

16th March 
Regional Swimming 

20th March 
Book Club orders due back 

21st March 
School Photos 

29th March 
School Athletics Day 

6th April 
Last day of  term 

7th April 
Good Friday 

24th April 
Term 2 Starts - Curriculum Day 

25th April 
ANZAC Day -  Public Holiday 

26th April 
Students return to school 

28th April 
State Swimming 

5th May 
School Cross Country 

9th May 
District Athletics  

15th-17th May 
Grade 5/6 Summit Camp  

18th May 
Cyber Safety Police visit 

25th May 
Divisional Cross Country 



Outdoor Movie Night 

What a night! 

A big thank you to all those who  

came along to our 'Outdoor  

Cinema Night'.  

A special thank you to Natalie and her 

champion team who put the event to-

gether as well as to all of those busi-

nesses and individuals who donated 

their good/services. What an amazing 

start to the fundraising calendar by 

bringing our community back to the 

school post covid. 



 District Swimming 

After waiting 3 years to hold our 

Swimming Carnival (due to covid), it 

finally happened!! It's fair to say 

that the children enjoyed the day. 

There were lots of smiles and laugh-

ter despite the weather playing 

games with us. We are extremely 

proud of each and every student 

who participated. Many overcame 

nerves and challenges and showed 

great resilience. A huge thank you 

to all our staff, parent helpers and 

life guards for making this day hap-

pen. 



What’s happening in Science..  



Grade 3 & 4 Apple Bread Recipe 

 

APPLE BREAD 



 Principal Award 

WEEK 5: Mr R., Nevaeh,  

Evie and Kurt 

WEEK 6: Madison, Georgia,  

Jack, Oscar, Kye, Christopher,  

Jamie and Tyler 

Lost Property 

Our lost property is beginning to 

grow again. If your child is missing 

any items, please come have a 

look through the lost property 

rack. Located outside the office.  

 

PCS has been fortunate enough to 

have school uniform  and bags do-

nated by families. Feel free to en-

quire at the office about our ‘free 

to good home’ uniform. 

 








