
Mr Smethurst’s Report 

POOWONG CS NEWS 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
Welcome back to the new school year!  
The start of a new school year is always exciting, and I would like to thank the families and staff for 
making the transition back to school a very seamless one! Thank you, for entrusting your children into 
our care and we look forward to a very busy, but exciting Term 1!  
 
Attendance 
Attendance has been terrific to date, very few late arrivals and all absences explained thus far. Let's 
keep up the great effort. As much as we follow up with student absences, the Department of Education 
will also be contacting families of students with high absenteeism to ensure all students are attending 
when they should be, which is everyday unless unwell. A reminder that all absences require a valid ex-
planation. We have so many students with amazing attendance records, well done to you all. 
 
Some changes have been made to our operations this year including: 
• Compass as the school’s communication platform. We only have a handful of families that haven’t 
connected to Compass. Can you please connect, so PCS can keep you up-to-date with current infor-
mation. Just a reminder to book yourself in for a ‘Getting to know you’ interview that will be held on 
Monday 20 February.  
• Parent Morning Tea - parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea, 
after drop-off at 9:00am on Monday 27 February in the Staff Room.  Come along and meet some fellow 
parents from other classes and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life.  Looking 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
Teaching Placements 
PCS welcomes the following Pre-service Teachers (PST): 
• Eliza Raju who is a pre-service teacher from Monash University who will be in Year 3 

• Aleisha Maas who is a pre-service teacher from Federation University who will be in Year 4. 

• Cherwyn Rodriques who is a pre-service teacher from Monash University who will be in Year 5. 
 
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is provided by the Victorian Government to ensure that no stu-
dent will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activi-
ties. Application forms are available from the school office. 
Further information on eligibility and how to apply is available at: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1#link22 
Please note that current families who hold a current concession card and were in receipt of this pay-
ment in 2022 do not need to apply as your application will be rolled over into this school year. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1#link22


Annual privacy reminder for our school community 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 
 
Please take time to read our school’s collection notice, found on our website or follow the following 
link; http://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/DE-Privacy-Collection-Notice.pdf. 
 
We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education 
safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. This platform is 
not currently being used by students, only staff.  If after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact the school. 
 
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.  
 
School Council Nominations 
If you are one of the many parents of our great school community who like to be involved with many 
aspects of Poowong Consolidated School - we'd love to have you join us on the School Council. 
Those with a desire to work with other enthusiastic and creative parents to help shape our School's fu-
ture are keenly sought after and encouraged to nominate (or be nominated) to become a member of 
our School Council. 
 
Nominations are now open for three parent member vacancies and one staff vacancy on our School 
Council. If you are an enthusiastic parent interested in getting more involved and having a say in what 
our school is doing, or know someone who is, we would love to hear from you. We are looking for peo-
ple who are committed to improving the educational outcomes for all our students. 
Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training 
is also available to help councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their in-
volvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of connection to our great 
school. 
  
Nominations close on Wednesday 22 February at 4pm. Nomination forms are now available from 
school reception and the form can be found in this newsletter.. 
Participating as a School Council member is a rewarding and challenging experience. The School Council 
supports us to provide the best possible educational outcomes for our great students. 
School Council plays a key role in developing and enacting our vision in collaboration with all members 
of the school community. Councillors are actively involved in fundraising activities, the school environ-
ment- through the buildings and grounds group, and reviewing policies to ensure that Poowong Consoli-
dated School is an excellent school. 
 
If you are interested in joining us in 2023, please pop in to the office for a chat and I can answer any 
questions you may have about the election process, the role of School Council and the training that is 
available. More information is available by following the link below: 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy 
I look forward to hearing from you and wish you all the very best in this process. 
  
Regards 
Michael Smethurst 
Principal 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/DE-Privacy-Collection-Notice.pdf
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26/details
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy


IMPORTANT DATES 

 

16th February 

District Swimming at Korumburra 

16th February 
Book Club orders due 

20th February 
‘Getting to know you’ meetings 

20th February 
Pancake Day 

24th February 
Outdoor Movie Night 

24th February 
Divisional Swimming  Korumburra 

27th February 
Parent Morning Tea 

13th March 
Labour Day—Public Holiday 

15th –17th March 
Naplan Grades 3 & 5 

21st March 
School Photos 

31st March 
School Athletics Day 

6th April 
Last day of  term 

7th April 
Good Friday 

24th April 
Term 2 Starts - Curriculum Day 

25th April 
ANZAC Day -  Public Holiday 

26th April 
Students return to school 



 Introducing to PCS... 

Jackie Wilmann 
Grade 2 
 
I'm looking forward to meeting people in the Poowong Consoli-
dated School Community.  I was once a big part of this commu-
nity when my children went to this school and I am looking for-
ward to being a part of this great school again. 
I really enjoy puzzles and board games, and during summer I 
like going to the beach with my husband Jim, my daughter Oliv-
ia (16) and my son Henri (14). 
Maths is one of my favourite subjects to teach because I love 
seeing how we can all think of different ways to work out prob-
lems. But I love reading too! 

Melinda Sipthorpe 
Grade 4 
 
Hello, my name is Melinda Sipthorpe and I am the Grade 4 
teacher this year. I love working in country schools and am   
excited to be at P.C.S. I like reading, swimming, listening to 
music, visiting new places and spending time with my family.    
I have enjoyed meeting the staff and students and am looking 
forward to meeting members of the school community. 

Lauren Dobie 
Science 
 
Hello, my name is Lauren Dobie and I am teaching Science this 
year. I live with my husband and children Pip, Maeve and Walt on 
a farm and love learning about the environment and increasing 
the sustainability in my life.  
I am excited about the opportunity to further explore Science at 

PCS and all of the things we can implement as we learn. If you  

ever have a suggestion or feedback please let me know!  



Welcoming our Preps!! 

A big warm welcome to our 

2023 Preps and families. 

There has been lots of fun 

and laughter happening in 

Mrs Hallyburton’s room 

over the past two weeks. 

Our Preps are wonderfully 

adjusting to routine and 

structure as well as having 

tones of fun and creating 

new memories.  They have 

been lucky enough to spend 

time with the Grade 6’s, 

who will become their    

buddies for the year.  



Grade 5 Goals 

Grade 5 have kicked off the 

year with setting their       

personal and learning goals 

for the semester.  

Grade 6 Leadership Blurbs 
 

Year six leadership 
 

I believe I’m a grade six leader. As o show 

kindness and respect to other people in the 

community. With this I prove I can be a good 

leader in a positive way by showing optimism 

and the school values in the correct way. Help-

ing others and listing to them with an open 

mind. Is also a part of being a leader in my 

opinion. Being present as well as on time in 

the right clothes. That’s what I believe is a 

year six leader. 

Aliyah Appleman 

As a Year 6 Leader I will: 

Show the school values 

Lead the school in a positive way 

Not be a bystander 

Stand up for what is right 

Make good choices 

Be a role model 

Be respectful to the school and the school community 

Listen to others 

Be kind and respectful 

By Kurt. � (~._.~)  



 

Principal’s Award Don’t forget your hat!! 

Back row (L to R): Jade, Coby, Memphis and 

Jackson. 

Front row (L to R): Cozmo, Xander, Leila, 

Chaise and Lennon.  

 

Although the weather hasn’t been as hot as we’d 

like, the UV’s are still high. Please ensure that your 

children have a hat to wear outside during play. Hats 

are compulsory for outdoor play during Term 1 and 

Term 4.  

Outdoor Movie Night 












