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Mr Smethurst’s Report

Dear parents and carers,

Welcome back to the new school year!

The start of a new school year is always exciting, and | would like to thank the families and staff for
making the transition back to school a very seamless one! Thank you, for entrusting your children into
our care and we look forward to a very busy, but exciting Term 1!

Attendance

Attendance has been terrific to date, very few late arrivals and all absences explained thus far. Let's
keep up the great effort. As much as we follow up with student absences, the Department of Education
will also be contacting families of students with high absenteeism to ensure all students are attending
when they should be, which is everyday unless unwell. A reminder that all absences require a valid ex-
planation. We have so many students with amazing attendance records, well done to you all.

Some changes have been made to our operations this year including:

e Compass as the school’s communication platform. We only have a handful of families that haven’t
connected to Compass. Can you please connect, so PCS can keep you up-to-date with current infor-
mation. Just a reminder to book yourself in for a ‘Getting to know you’ interview that will be held on
Monday 20 February.

e Parent Morning Tea - parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea,
after drop-off at 9:00am on Monday 27 February in the Staff Room. Come along and meet some fellow
parents from other classes and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life. Looking
forward to seeing you there.

Teaching Placements

PCS welcomes the following Pre-service Teachers (PST):

e Eliza Raju who is a pre-service teacher from Monash University who will be in Year 3

e Aleisha Maas who is a pre-service teacher from Federation University who will be in Year 4.

e Cherwyn Rodrigues who is a pre-service teacher from Monash University who will be in Year 5.

Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is provided by the Victorian Government to ensure that no stu-
dent will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activi-
ties. Application forms are available from the school office.

Further information on eligibility and how to apply is available at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1#link22

Please note that current families who hold a current concession card and were in receipt of this pay-
ment in 2022 do not need to apply as your application will be rolled over into this school year.



http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx?Redirect=1#link22

Annual privacy reminder for our school community
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to read our school’s collection notice, found on our website or follow the following
link; http://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/DE-Privacy-Collection-Notice.pdf.

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education
safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. This platform is
not currently being used by students, only staff. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions
or concerns, please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.

School Council Nominations

If you are one of the many parents of our great school community who like to be involved with many
aspects of Poowong Consolidated School - we'd love to have you join us on the School Council.

Those with a desire to work with other enthusiastic and creative parents to help shape our School's fu-
ture are keenly sought after and encouraged to nominate (or be nominated) to become a member of
our School Council.

Nominations are now open for three parent member vacancies and one staff vacancy on our School
Council. If you are an enthusiastic parent interested in getting more involved and having a say in what
our school is doing, or know someone who is, we would love to hear from you. We are looking for peo-
ple who are committed to improving the educational outcomes for all our students.

Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training
is also available to help councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their in-
volvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of connection to our great
school.

Nominations close on Wednesday 22 February at 4pm. Nomination forms are now available from
school reception and the form can be found in this newsletter..

Participating as a School Council member is a rewarding and challenging experience. The School Council
supports us to provide the best possible educational outcomes for our great students.

School Council plays a key role in developing and enacting our vision in collaboration with all members
of the school community. Councillors are actively involved in fundraising activities, the school environ-
ment- through the buildings and grounds group, and reviewing policies to ensure that Poowong Consoli-
dated School is an excellent school.

If you are interested in joining us in 2023, please pop in to the office for a chat and | can answer any
guestions you may have about the election process, the role of School Council and the training that is
available. More information is available by following the link below:
https://www?2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy

| look forward to hearing from you and wish you all the very best in this process.

Regards
Michael Smethurst
Principal


https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://poowongcs.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/DE-Privacy-Collection-Notice.pdf
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26/details
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy
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IMPORTANT DATES

16th February

District Swimming at Korumburra
16th February

Book Club orders due

20th February

‘Getting to know you’ meetings
20th February

Pancake Day

24th February

Outdoor Movie Night

24th February

Divisional Swimming Korumburra
27th February

Parent Morning Tea

13th March

Labour Day—Public Holiday
15th —17th March

Naplan Grades 3 & 5

21st March

School Photos

31st March

School Athletics Day

6th April

Last day of term

7th April
Good Friday

24th April

Term 2 Starts - Curriculum Day

25th April
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday

26th April

Students return to school




Iintroducing to PES...

4

Jackie Wilmann
Grade 2

I'm looking forward to meeting people in the Poowong Consoli-
dated School Community. | was once a big part of this commu-
nity when my children went to this school and | am looking for-
ward to being a part of this great school again.

| really enjoy puzzles and board games, and during summer |
like going to the beach with my husband Jim, my daughter Oliv-
ia (16) and my son Henri (14).

Maths is one of my favourite subjects to teach because | love
seeing how we can all think of different ways to work out prob-
lems. But | love reading too!

Melinda Sipthorpe
Grade 4

Hello, my name is Melinda Sipthorpe and | am the Grade 4
teacher this year. | love working in country schools and am
excited to be at P.C.S. | like reading, swimming, listening to
music, visiting new places and spending time with my family.
| have enjoyed meeting the staff and students and am looking
forward to meeting members of the school community.

Lauren Dobie
Science

Hello, my name is Lauren Dobie and | am teaching Science this
year. | live with my husband and children Pip, Maeve and Walt on
a farm and love learning about the environment and increasing
the sustainability in my life.

| am excited about the opportunity to further explore Science at

PCS and all of the things we can implement as we learn. If you

ever have a suggestion or feedback please let me know!



@ Weleoming our Preps!!

A big warm welcome to our
2023 Preps and families.

There has been lots of fun
and laughter happening in
= Mrs Hallyburton’s room
over the past two weeks.
Our Preps are wonderfully
adjusting to routine and
structure as well as having
tones of fun and creating
new memories. They have
been lucky enough to spend ' 7=
time with the Grade 6’s, »
who will become their
buddles for the year




Grade 5 have kicked off the
year with setting their

personal and learning goals
for the semester.

D Grade 6 Leadership Blurbs

Year six leadership

As a Year 6 Leader | will:

| believe I’'m a grade six leader. As o show Show the school values

kindness and respect to other people in the Lead the school in a positive way
community. With this | prove | can be a good Not be a bystander

leader in a positive way by showing optimism Stand up for what is right

and the school values in the correct way. Help- Make good choices

ing others and listing to them with an open
mind. Is also a part of being a leader in my
opinion. Being present as well as on time in
the right clothes. That’s what | believe is a

year six leader.

Be a role model
Be respectful to the school and the school community

Listen to others

Be kind and respectful Y

Aliyah Appleman By Kurt.  (~._.")




Principal’s Award @ Don’¢ forge¢ your hat!!

Although the weather hasn’t been as hot as we’d
like, the UV’s are still high. Please ensure that your
children have a hat to wear outside during play. Hats
are compulsory for outdoor play during Term 1 and

Back row (L to R): Jade, Coby, Memphis and
Jackson.
Front row (L to R): Cozmo, Xander, Leila,

Chaise and Lennon.
Term 4.

Outdoor Movie Night

Poowong Consolidated School BYO picnic blanket
fundraising event of the year! Snacks, food and drink available on

the night.
Raffle tickets available $2 each
) or 3 for 5
."“"--._. . e = _ ‘ _
1 { ] /‘..\ h Over $3000 worth of prizes and vouchers including
™ ! s /._ \‘ O Webber Q
ot . Board Games
G Seed
OUTDOOR CINEMA NIGHT f,’:;,,:f;s
Date: Fri 24th FEB, 2023 Gates: 6pm Movie 8pm Fuel Vouchers

Tyre Repair Kits
Pamper Packs
and more

Tickets $10 each
available here
http:/www trybooking.com/CBCGX
or scan the QR code

Food and drinks available on the night

MEGA Raffle with fantastic prizes

ADDRESS: 5 Gardner Lane, POOWONG, VIC 3988
NOTE: This is a strictly alcohol FREE event.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fum
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education 5tate and the Government's
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS HOW TO APPLY
FUMD (CSEF) Mow apphicants should contact the school office o
oibtain a CSEF agepdication form or dowmioad from the

School camps provide children with inspining esperinces in the great
oubdoors. Exouasions encoufage a deeper wnderstanding of how tha
walar  vwnris: wihile: sncerts Deackh teamessori, discipline and eadershp. All If you applied for CSEF at wour child's school last
anea part of a Feahhy owricuken. wEar, you oo not nesd o comnplebe an application
fosren this yoar unlies there has besn 3 changs in
wour family circumstances.

¥iou only need to complete an applcation foem il ey

Wiltaibe Do

CEEF i providied By the Victorian Gorerrarant 1o assit off gitde famikes
to cower thie costs ol school trips, camgs and goorting activities.

If o hiodd & valid seans-tested concession card O ane a Temporaey o thir tollcaing changes hae oorurmed:

fester parent, you may b aligibhe for CSEF. A sperial consderation  nEw Sudent efrodmeenis, your child fas
@iegony also exists 1or avylem seoker and refuges Tamilies. The stared or changed schools this year
oo 15 paid 1o the schiool 1o use Towards Bipe e relating to ®  changed Tamiy driumdtances; Duch ac a
CEMps, EMCUTSIOIS O Spoiting activities fior the benetit of your child change of cusody, dhangs of naeve,

Loncassion card numbern, of naw siblings
COMMimancing this year.

Thiz arnual CSEF anmount per student is:
Cheacl it B scfecsol afioe i yom @ unsune

# 5135 Tor primany school Sudants

# 5335 for seoondany sciool shudents

|MORE INFORRATION
|Fiaar rredera: Ervfodmiation asset CEEF wisit:




Form 3: self-nomination form for parent member category

| wiish to declare my candidacy for an elecied position 35 a parent member on the school council.

Hama

Resldentlal Address:

Contact phons jmebite or landlina):

1 am tha parantiguardian of

whio la/are currently enrolled 8t this achool

Efatamant Tas N
[Mdaric with an x) | (hieek witn an x)

| am an employes af the Department of Education and Training

| am an employes af the schaal councl

| am engaged in work % and for the schaol.

| am prepared to serve a5 a parent member of the sbowve-named schaol council. | hereby declare that

» | am not and hawe not been insolvent under administration within the last three years

» | am of sound mind

» | hawe notf been found guilty of an offence that is, or would if committed in Victoria b=, an indictable offence
» | am not 3 registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Ofenders Registirafion Aot 2004,

+ | am not suffering from any medical condition that would affect ry ability 1o performn the rale of member of a3
school council.

Slgnatura of Candidats

You will be notified when your nomination has been received.

The personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election nomination
process. The information may be wsed fo determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your personal imformation may

b= disclosed gz _3 resyl; of inspection prior 1o the commencement of voting or at any time up to one year from the
declaration of the poll.

Your name will be included in a list of school council candidstes and nominators (where applicable) posted ina
prominent posiion at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). Further, the name,
membership category, gender [optional), term of office, office held {if any) of =chool council members and
notification whether the member is an employee of the Department will be forwarded to the Depariment of
Education and Training by the principal by 30 Agpril 2ach year as a record of council membership and may be used
for statistical purposes.

¥ou ¢2n acceds your perzonal Information by contacting tha principal on: 56232558

if you choose nof to give some, or 2if af the information requesied your nomination may not be scoephed.
if you hawve any quernes sbout the school councd! nominahion process, please confact the principal



= SR .KORUMBURR
\.-1= SHOW.

Event For The Whole Family ‘

SATURDAY
11th February 2023

Animals - Side shows
Live Music - Car displays
Free kids' activities

and much more...

Fireworks 9pm

From 10am till 2pm

A fabulous country market suited to the
whole family with fun attractions for the
kids, live entertainment and an

LA @ The Poowong Football Oval
Gold Coin Entry on Arrivall



YOUR LAUNCHPAD TO SKYROCKET
NINJA || GYMNASTICS || TRAMPOLINES

BIRTHDAY PARTIES || CLASSES || 1 YR - TEEN

5-6/120 MCKENZIE ST, WONTHAGGI

WWW.SUMMERSALTCYM.COM AU

summersalt_gymnastics summersaltgym




NEWSLETTER ISSUE 1

Ilecome!

To term 1. We hope you had a wonderful break and managed to squeeze in
some relaxation time.
We have recharged our batteries, ready for an exciting 2023
We have had a busy 3 weeks, children have been enjoying a range of
activities. Outdoor play, Messy play, construction & uno are our favourites
We have lots more exciting activities planned for the coming weeks and we
cant wait to share these with you.

CONGRADULATIONS:
We have selected our 2023 Theircare leaders, we look forward to watching
you grow as senior leaders this year

Aliyah Appleman
Gaitlin Kahl

HAPP.Yj A Be Sunsmars

Rohan Wilson- 31st December =
Elijah Chirgwin- 23rd January

q) TIMES CONTACT HEAD OFFICE CONTACT SERVICE
-
Before School: 6:30AM-8:45AM 1300 072 410 0499 243 566

3:30PM-6PM > INnfO@theircare.com. —n POOwoONg@theircare.com.au




