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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

FEBRUARY 

7th Feb 

Swimming Carnival 

14th Feb 

District Swimming 

18th Feb 

Poowong’s Little Market 

19th Feb 

‘Get to know you’  

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

20th Feb 

Harvest Festival 

23rd Feb 

Curriculum Day—Student 

Free Day 

27th Feb 

Grade 5 Peer Mediation 

28th Feb 

Questacon Science Circus 

29th Feb 

Grade 6 Peer Mediation 

 

 

MARCH 

1st March 

Divisional Swimming 

11th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

13th—25th March 

Grade 3 and Grade 5 NAPLAN  

14th March 

Regional Swimming 

15th March 

PCS Outdoor Movie Night 

19th March 

School Photos 

21st March 

Harmony Day 

22nd March 

House Athletics Day 

28th March 

Last Day Term 1 

29th March 

Good Friday 

APRIL 

15th April 

Start Term 2 

25th April 

ANZAC DAY—Public Holiday 

26th April 

Curriculum Day—Student Free 

Day 



Principal’s Report 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 

Welcome back to the new school year!  

The start of a new school year is always exciting, and I would like to thank the families and staff for mak-

ing the transition back to school a very seamless one! Thank you, for entrusting your children into our 

care and we look forward to a very busy, but exciting Term 1!  

 

Attendance 

Attendance has been terrific to date, very few late arrivals and all absences explained thus far. Let's 

keep up the great effort. As much as we follow up with student absences, the Department of Education 

will also be contacting families of students with high absenteeism to ensure all students are attending 

when they should be, which is everyday unless unwell. A reminder that all absences require a valid ex-

planation. We have so many students with amazing attendance records, well done to you all. 

 

Parent Morning Tea 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our termly morning tea after drop-off at 9:00am on 

Tuesday 27 February in the Staff Room.  Come along and meet some fellow parents from other classes 

and learn about opportunities to become involved in school life.  Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or 

where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection No-

tice. 

  

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education 

safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after review-

ing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Google Workspace for 

Education, please contact the school. 

  

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This 

information is also available in ten community languages: Amharic, Arabic, Dari, Gujarati, Mandarin, So-

mali, Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu, Vietnamese. 

 

NAPLAN 2024 

This year NAPLAN is being held in term 1 from March 13th through to March 22nd for all year 3, 5, 7 and 

9 students.  The teachers already have begun work on assisting students to become prepared for the 

assessments, not just so they can perform at their best, but also to reduce any anxiety it may cause. If 

you’re worried about NAPLAN for your child, or if you have any questions please speak with your child’s 

teacher or to the Principal. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is provided by the Victorian Government to ensure that no stu-

dent will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational, and fun activi-

ties. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eli-

gible for CSEF. The allowance will be paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, ex-

cursions, or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

Application forms are available from the school office. 

Further information on eligibility and how to apply is available at: 

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

Please note that current families who hold a current concession card and were in receipt of this payment 

in 2023 do not need to apply as your application will be rolled over into this school year. 

 

School Council Nominations 

If you are one of the many parents of our great school community who like to be involved with many 

aspects of Poowong Consolidated School - we'd love to have you join us on the School Council. 

  

Those with a desire to work with other enthusiastic and creative parents to help shape our School's fu-

ture are keenly sought after and encouraged to nominate (or be nominated) to become a member of 

our School Council. 

  

Nominations are now open for three parent member vacancies and one staff vacancy on our School 

Council. If you are an enthusiastic parent interested in getting more involved and having a say in what 

our school is doing, or know someone who is, we would love to hear from you. We are looking for peo-

ple who are committed to improving the educational outcomes for all our students. 

  

Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training 

is also available to help councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their in-

volvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of connection to our great 

school. 

  

Nominations close on Friday 29th February at 4pm. Nomination forms are now available from the 

school office.  Please drop in or call our office on 5659 2356 to have one provided for you. 

  

Participating as a School Council member is a rewarding and challenging experience. The School Council 

supports us to provide the best possible educational outcomes for our great students.  More infor-

mation is available by following the link below: 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy  

 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy


Getting to Know You Meetings  

Please note that ‘getting to know you’ meetings are available to be booked with teachers through Com-

pass for Monday 19th February.  Please take this opportunity to meet with your child’s classroom teach-

er and discuss any concerns or observations that you have. 

Emergency Management Procedures 

All schools are required to have an emergency management plan which includes a variety of processes 

for handling an emergency. These vary greatly depending on the type of emergency and can include 

evacuation offsite, evacuation onsite, lockdown and a shelter-in-place. We have a practice emergency 

drill each term to analyse our processes and ensure they are as efficient as they can be. Students have 

the process explained to them and are supported by the staff throughout the process. 

Please note that in the event of the school having to enact one of the emergency management proce-

dures, our number one priority is ensuring that all students are safe as per our duty of care. If you are 

concerned at any time that your child has been affected by one of these procedures, please let their 

classroom teacher know so that we can put some additional supports in place. 

 

Vic Emergency Fire Danger Information 

Poowong Consolidated School is registered on the Department of Education’s Bushfire at Risk Register 

(BARR).  We are a level 4 school which suggests that we are only at heightened risk when the district 

(West & South Gippsland) has been declared with the warning of Catastrophic Fire Danger.  This is the 

highest level of warning and would generally follow several very high temperature days and strong nor-

therly wind.  In the case of this declaration being made, Poowong Consolidated School will not operate 

for the declared day.  There is further information regarding this situation on a full page of this news-

letter.  It will also be made available as a link on Compass. 
 

Ambulance Costs 

Please note that in the unfortunate instance that the school has to call an ambulance to attend your 

child, the cost is met by the family. With any serious injury we endeavour to contact the parent, guardi-

an or emergency contact. However, there are times when this is not possible and/or the nature of the 

injury calls for immediate assistance. The safety of your child will always be our first priority. 

 The cost of ambulance transport can be daunting. Cost for children on excursions would be even higher 

and the cost of an air ambulance should that be necessary, would be enormous. Ambulance cover can 

be taken out for around $100.00 per family. More details can be obtained by phoning 1800 648 484.  

Some health funds cover ambulance as well. Clearly, we hope that there will not be a need to call an 

ambulance, however, it is important for people to be aware of the huge cost associated with this service 

and the fact that it will need to be paid by the family concerned. 
 

 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au


Introducing our new staff... 

 

 

Hi, my name is Karen Williams, and I am very excited 
to be joining your school community. I am thrilled to be 
teaching Year 6 in 2024! 
 
I have been working with kids for the past seventeen 
years, first as a Swimming Teacher and Lifeguard, be-
fore I decided to take my love of teaching into the class-
room.  
 
I have been a Classroom Teacher for the past five 
years, and I have taught across all year levels, last year 
in Year 6. 
 
In addition to my teaching degree, I have a degree in 
English Literature and Film/Media studies. I love read-
ing and I aim to inspire and share this passion with stu-
dents. I am more than happy to talk all things Harry 
Potter.  
 
I am looking forward to teaching our Year 6 students 
during the final year of their primary school learning 
journey and supporting them in preparation for their transition to 
secondary school. 
 
Karen Williams 

I'm Jaria Bernaldo, the prep/one classroom teacher 
this year.  
 
I have been a composite classroom teacher for the 

past two years.  

 
I have lived in South Gippsland my whole life and have 
had the pleasure of completing my placement rounds 
at Poowong Preschool.  
 
I am looking forward to a great year at Poowong Con-
solidate School.  



 Meet our 2024 Leaders... 

 

 

Environmental  

Captain:  

Sophie 

 Bleazby         

Student Voice  

Captain:  

Ruby  

   Culvenor    

Red House  

Captain:  

Cozmo          

Cavanagh             

Green House 

Captain:  

James Forscutt 

School Captain:  

Madison Van Den 

Broek  

School Captain:  

Charlytte Howie  

Yellow House  

Captain:  

James Rees 

Blue House  

Captain:  

Olivia  

Maddocks 



 Students of the Week  

 

 

PCS Movie Night 

Our biggest fundraiser is fast approaching. Bring a blanket or your chairs, pack a picnic (include 

snacks) and settle in for a great movie under the stars. There will be a sausage sizzle, drink s and 

Super Doopers available to purchase on the night.  Make sure you book your tickets!!!   

L to R: Back Row: Alfie K., Isabel B.,  

Koa A. and Archie A. 

L to R: Front Row: Isabella K., Lachlan 

M., Lily V. and Hudson J. 



 




