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Welcome Mr  Smethurst 

This fortnight we welcomed Michael Smethurst to the PCS 

family as our newly appointed Principal. Michael has made an 

effort to get around to all of our students and slowly get to 

know them as individuals and the dynamics that make up 

PCS. On the following page, Mr Smethurst has introduced 

himself a little bit further! 

 

A reminder to parents, that we have a lot going on in Term 4. 

We are currently sorting out booklists for 2023, transitioning 

our 2023 preps into primary school life, preparing our Grade 6 

students for high school, all while organising events behind 

the scenes. These include the óBig Day Outô for the Grade 6ôs 

(date to be confirmed), our annual bush dance, swimming 

sports, Grade 6 Graduationé the list goes on. 

 

Thankyou for your patience and understanding as we continue 

to adapt to our administration changes and learn the ropes. 

We are building a team that PCS is proud of, and endeavour 

to be as helpful as we can. If you have any questions, as al-

ways, you can follow these up with your child's classroom 

teacher or the office. 

Have a beautiful weekend! 

PCS admin  



)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ -Ò 3ÍÅÔÈÕÒÓÔȦȦ 
Dear Poowong CS Families, 
 
Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Michael Smethurst and I am excited to be the Principal of Poowong CS. 
Firstly, I would like to thank the school community for the warm welcome and enthusiasm on my appointment. After 
meeting the students, staff and many parents in my first week, the culture and learning environment has been a 
delight to be part of. Unfortunately, I haven't been able to meet everyone yet, but look forward to the opportunity 
soon. I would like to thank those students and families that I have met and made me feel so welcome. 
 
 

Educational background  
I am an enthusiastic and dedicated educator who thrives on the opportunity to work as part of a team. Previous to 
Poowong CS, I was the Acting Principal at Narracan PS. Prior to that, I was on secondment as the Leading Teach-
er (Intervention) for the South East Victorian Region ï Bayside Region (SEVR), working across three schools 
(Mahogany Rise PS, Aldercourt PS and Monterey SC) as part of the Frankston North Education Plan. Before that, 
I was the Acting Assistant Principal at Kingston Heath Primary School. At all schools I have supported students, 
staff and parents through a transitional leadership phase with a focus on curriculum and wellbeing.  
 
 
I bring a commitment to the role of Principal and strongly believe that this involves supporting the school through 
this time of change, maintaining Department of Education initiatives, leading the school towards a progressive vi-
sion, developing positive relationships and effective communication between parents, students, teachers and the 
wider school community. In addition, ensuring strong curriculum and student management processes operate to 
produce a high quality relevant education for all. 
 
 
Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with family, travelling and watching my beloved Bombers (AFL) play in the 
winter. I am a sports mad person who also enjoys the beach and country. I am looking forward to meeting all of the 
community, so please drop in and say hello. 
 

 
This Weekôs Events 
Well what a week to start. The Night of Notables, the Dash for Diversity and the Year 1 dinner and Year 2 dinner 
and sleepover. Thank you to the staff who went above and beyond making these events possible.  
 

 
Leadership Roles in 2023 
On Tuesday, I dropped into the Year 5 classroom to discuss the leadership roles for 2023. We had a conversation 
about the current number of leadership positions and the current Year 5 population. If we were to maintain the 
same number of positions, it would mean a few students would miss out and that wouldn't be very nice to be in that 
position.  
 
From the discussion, the options presented were either everyone gets a leadership position or we reduce the num-
ber of positions. The students voted (student voice) and the results of the discussion were to reduce the number of 
leadership positions overall. We also discussed the fact that you don't need a 
badge to be a leader.  
 
In 2023, PCS will have the following student leadership positions: 
Year 6 

¶ School Captains x2 

¶ House Captains x4 

¶ Environment Captain x1 
Student Voice Captain x1 
  
Years F-5 
Student Voice Leader x1 (per class) 
 
Just a reminder that hats are compulsory in term 4 to  
ensure that we are sun smart. 
 
Regards  
Michael Smethurst  
(Principal) 



Prep Transition Dates 

Mon 24th Oct 

Mon 31st Oct 

(still running!) 

 

Melbourne Cup Public  

Holiday 

1st November 

 

Remembrance Day 

11th November 

 

KSC Orientation Day  

Tue 6th Dec 

 

Swim Sports 

9th December 

 

State-wide Transition 

13th December 

 

Grade 6 Graduation 

13th December  

 

Grade 6 Big Day Out 

14th December (TBC) 

 

Dental Van 

Mon 12thðFri 16th Dec 

 

Bush Dance 

Fri 16th December 

 

Last Day of School 

Tues 20th December 

We^q|p e^mmbkfkd fk Tboj 4 ^q PCS? 



.ÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÏÔÁÂÌÅÓ 

hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ муǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ƻǳǊ DǊŀŘŜ 
с ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ      
Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǘŀōƭŜǎΦ 
CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ        
ǎŜƭŜŎǘǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ       
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǎ ΨƴƻǘŀōƭŜΩ ς ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ    
ŦŀƳƻǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ     
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǿŀȅΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǘŀōƭŜ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ŀ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝǎŜ 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǳǇ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ bƻǘŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 

hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊȊŜƭŜŎƪƛ [ƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ    
wǳǎǎŜƭƭΣ tƘƛƭƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴƪ ŦƻǊ    
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ  

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ bȅŀ YƛƭƭΣ 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǎ DǊŜǘŀ         
¢ƘǳƴōŜǊƎΣ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀŘŜ сǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ           
ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

- aǊǎ .ǊŜǿ ϧ aǎ aŀȅƪŀƴ 



'ÒÁÄÅ Ϋ $ÉÎÎÅÒ Ǫ 'ÒÁÄÅ ά 3ÌÅÅÐÏÖÅÒ 

Last night our Grade 1/2ôs had dinner at 

school (how cool) followed by the Grade 2ôs 

sleeping over. The students enjoyed an   

afternoon of fun in the playground, followed 

by a delicious pasta made by Mr Wilson.  

Once the Grade 1ôs had returned to their 

homes, the Grade 2 students got          

themselves tucked into their sleeping bags 

and ready for a movie! Thankyou to Mrs 

Wilson  and Mr Hill for taking care of our 

students overnight! Iôm sure it will be a night 

to remember for our junior students!  

Interview with Grade 2 studentsð  

Grade 2 Sleepover Review 
  

ñLast night we had a sleepover at school. We liked 

playing in the gaga pit with Mr Hill, and the fact 

that we got to sleep at school was cool. We 

watched bad guys and would give it a 10/10 be-

cause it was really good. I, (Joel) slept in between 

Nate and Jack and Iôm pretty sure I heard Elijah 

snoring! I, (Laney) slept in the middle of the room. 

Our highlights of the night were dinner, dessert, 

and sleeping in the Grade 1 and 2 rooms. The girls 

slept in the Grade 2 room with Mrs Wilson, and the 

boys slept in the Grade 1 room with Mr Hill. We 

didnôt miss our parents, but we are feeling tired 

today   because we went to bed at like 9 oôclock. 

This morning we got up at 6am and had breakfast. 

We could have toast or cereal. If we could change     

anything it would be to have toppings on the ice-

cream, but it was still good.ò 

Laney and Joel Grade 1 Recount: Laylah and Lily 
 
My favourite thing was: óthe dinnerô 
 
My other favourite thing was: ñdessertò 
 
If I could change one thing it would be: 
ñWe could stay longer next timeò 
 
We thought it was really fun when we 
were: ñplaying playground tiggy and in the 
gaga pitò 
 

 



#ÒÁÚÙ (ÁÉÒ $ÁÙ Ǫ $ÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ $ÁÓÈ άΪάά 

On Wednesday the 19th of October, PCS held a 

very busy, bright and crazy day! To raise money 

for ADHD Australia, we held both a óCrazy Hair 

Dayô and our first ever óDiversity Dash,ô in which 

we celebrated diversity in multiple respects.  

Students were encouraged to pull out the wigs, 

hairspray, wacky things they had hanging around 

the house, chuck on some whites and get ready to 

be coloured!! A big thankyou to all students and 

families who donated to our selected cause óADHD 

Australia!ô In total we raised $138, which is an 

astounding effort from our small community.  

We recognise the differences in the ways in which 

our students/people in our community, learn,    

approach difficulties, deal with conflict, physically 

differ, understand othersðas well as encouraging 

our students to be inclusive, open and people with 

ôintegrityô  who support others and their possible 

challenges.   

A special thankyou to Mrs Mandemaker for organ-

ising the óDiversity Dashô event. Our students were 

able to integrate with other year levels, members 

of the community, parents, siblings and teachersð

a moment that was beautiful for our PCS         

community to have on such a nice day.  

Lisa, Mrs Turner & Abbey  

TYSON AFTER RUNNING 

INTO THE CLOTHES LINE  

OSKAR SLIDING THROUGH THE RAINBOW  

ELECTRICUTED GREEN LOCKIE  

GRADE 5 BOYS POST DASH!!  GRADE 2 AND THEIR CRAZY HAIR!!!  

BUDDIES ALYSHA AND EVIE  

NET CRAWLERS  OSCARS CRAZY HAIR  

ZOEY AND THE BIRDS 

NEST  




