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Principal’s Report 
Dear parents and carers, 
 

How fast has this term gone? Christmas will be here in no time!  
 

Student Leadership 2024 

On Friday 8 December, the Year 5 students delivered their leadership speeches to the students and par-
ent community. I was thrilled to see and hear the high standard of public speaking. The Year 5 students 
spoke with clarity, confidence and passion on various topics such as the school values and gave exam-
ples of how they demonstrate them. Knowing some key areas for school improvement in 2024, the stu-
dents spoke about the importance of attendance at school and their ideas to promote attendance and 
reading within the school.  
 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate all students on their speeches. I would like to acknowledge the new 
incoming student leadership team for 2024 again. They are as follows:  
 

•Red House Captain: Cozmo Cavanagh                
•Green House Captain: James Forscutt 

•Yellow House Captain: James Rees 

•Blue House Captain: Olivia Maddocks           

•Environmental Captain: Sophie Bleazby         
•Student Voice Captain: Ruby Culvenor        

•School Captains: Charlotte Howie and Madison Van Den Broek   
 
Year 6 Graduation 

As the school year draws to a close, it’s time to celebrate the accomplishments of our Year 6 students as 
they graduate and move on to the next chapter of their educational journey. This year has been filled 
with growth, learning, and unforgettable experiences, and it’s with great pride that we commend our 
graduating class for their hard work and dedication. 
 

Throughout the year, our Year 6 students have shown incredible determination and resilience, over-
coming challenges and embracing new opportunities. From mastering complex mathematical concepts 
to expressing themselves through creative writing, each student has demonstrated their unique talents 
and strengths. They have also developed important life skills such as teamwork, leadership, and critical 
thinking, which will serve as a solid foundation for their future endeavours. 
 

As our Year 6 students prepare to embark on the next phase of their education, we encourage them to 
carry forward the values of curiosity, kindness, and perseverance that they have cultivated during their 
time at PCS. We are excited to see them embrace new challenges and opportunities, and we have no 
doubt that they will continue to achieve great things as they move forward in their academic and per-
sonal pursuits. 
 

To our graduating class of Year 6, we extend our heartfelt congratulations. You have shown remarkable 
growth and maturity, and we are immensely proud of each and every one of you. As you step into the 
next chapter of your lives, remember that you carry with you the support and best wishes of your 
teachers, classmates, and the entire school community. Your journey is only just beginning, and we are 
excited to see the bright futures that await you. 
 

Congratulations, Year 6 graduates! We celebrate your accomplishments and look forward to witnessing 
the incredible achievements that lie ahead. 



Statewide Transition Day 

All students will be involved in a whole school transition day on Tuesday 12th December. On this day, 
students will meet their 2024 classroom teacher and spend the day with their new class. On this day, we 
welcomed our new teachers Jaria Bernaldo in Prep and Karen Williams in Year 6 to PCS. 
One of my favourite times of the year is visiting the classrooms on transition day. I love seeing the joy 
on the faces of staff and students, the engagement in activities and the general buzz of excitement 
around the school. 
 

2024 Foundation Students 

We still have spots available for 2024, so if you know any families who are looking to enrol their child in 
Foundation for next year, encourage them to call the school on 03 5659 2356 - I’d be happy to take 
them on a tour of our great school!  
 

A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Exceptional Staff 

As we approach the end of another school year, I find myself reflecting on the incredible dedication and 
hard work of our staff members. This has been a year like no other, filled with unique challenges and 
unexpected obstacles, and I am continually inspired by the unwavering commitment and resilience 
demonstrated by each and every one of you. 
 

Our teachers have gone above and beyond to ensure that our students receive the highest quality edu-
cation, adapting to new teaching methods and technologies with grace and determination. Their pas-
sion for nurturing young minds and fostering a love of learning has shone through in every lesson, and I 
am deeply grateful for the impact they have made on the lives of our students. 
 

Our administrative staff have worked tirelessly behind the scenes, managing countless tasks with preci-
sion and efficiency to keep our school running smoothly. Their dedication and attention to detail have 
been instrumental in creating a positive and supportive environment for our students, parents, and fel-
low staff members. 
 

Our education support staff have played a vital role in the bus departures, safety, and functionality of 
our school (learning and wellbeing), ensuring that our students have a nurturing and secure environ-
ment in which to learn and grow. Their hard work often goes unseen, but its impact is felt by everyone 
in our school community. 
 

I am also immensely grateful for the collaborative spirit and teamwork that permeates our entire staff. 
The sense of unity and shared purpose that you all bring to our school is truly inspiring, and it is a testa-
ment to the strong bonds of friendship and support that connect us all. 
 

As we look ahead to a well-deserved break, I want to express my deepest gratitude to each and every 
one of you for your unwavering dedication, passion, and professionalism. Your hard work has not gone 
unnoticed, and I am honoured to work alongside such an exceptional group of individuals. 
 

I hope that you are able to take some time to rest, recharge, and celebrate your accomplishments. You 
have truly made a difference in the lives of our students, and I am proud to be part of a team that con-
sistently demonstrates the highest standards of excellence. 
 

Thank you for all that you do. Your contributions are invaluable, and I am eager to continue our journey 
of growth and success together in the coming school year. 
 

Regards  

Michael Smethurst 

Principal 

michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:michael.smethurst@education.vic.gov.au


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

DECEMBER 
18th Dec 

Curriculum Day— 

No Students at School 

19th Dec 

Curriculum Day— 

No Students at School 

20th Dec 

Last Day of School— 

1.30 Finish 

JANUARY  
29th Jan 

Staff return to school 

30th Jan 

Students return to school  

 

FEBRUARY 
7th Feb 

Swimming Carnival 

14th 

District Swimming 

20th Feb 

Harvest Festival 

28th Feb 

Questacon Science Circus 

Students of the Week  

L to R:  Amy N., Lily V., Hugo D., George W. 

and Sophie C.  

 

 



 Grade 6 Graduates of 2023 

 

 

Congratulations to our Grade 6 Graduates who have successfully completed their Primary 

School years.  What a fantastic group of students who will be sadly missed by the PCS staff 

and cohort.  We wish you all the very best on your new adventures as you journey through 

Secondary School. 

 

Public Speaking 

Award 

Leadership            

Award 

General                               

Excellence Award 

Most Improved            

Award 

Academic             

Achievement Award 



 

 

 

 What’s happening in Science... 



 

 



 

 






